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CHINESE MISSION OF BANGKOK. 
LETTER FROM DR. DEAN. 
Funeral of a Chinese. 

Bangkok, July 25, 1865.—Last Sab- 
bath, after the morning service at Wat 
Ko, conducted by A Pit, I was requested 
to offer prayer at the grave of a Chinese 
youth who died a pagan. His brother, 
who was also a zealous worshipper of 
heathen gods, was desirous to have me 
attend the funeral. I found, on reach- 
ing the grave, that they had already, 
according to Chinese custom, a number 
of wax candles burning around the 
grave, with various offerings of food for 
the departed, and paper patterns of 
clothing to be burned at the tomb for his 
benefit in the other world. Amid this 
display of idolatry, and with about fifty 
pagan Chinese around me, I read a few 
verses from the 15th chapter of 1st Co- 
rinthians, made a few remarks, and offer- 
ed prayer in their language to the true 
God, through Jesus Christ, the resurrec- 
tion and the life. 

The Word and the Promise. 

At 2, P. M., I addressed a few church- 
members and other Chinese friends as- 
sembled at the mission house, from the 
words, “Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth,” &c., coupled 
with the words, “If ye be risen with 
Christ, seek those things which are 
above.” <A good attention was given 
to the preached word by those who heard 
it. A few books were distributed to the 
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congregation at the close of the service 
at the Wat Kochapel. The seed of the 
kingdom is thus scattered by the printed 
page and the living lips; and He is faith- 
ful who promised that “he that goeth 
forth and weepeth, bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come again with 
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.’’ 
The word has not lost its power, nor 
its Author his promise. 
We have to-day received letters from 
friends at home, bearing glad tidings of 
great joy for our country’s liberty and 
peace, mingled with the universal wail 
of lamentation for the loss of her chief 
ruler. We sympathized in that rejoic- 
ing, and mingled our wail with the na- 
tion’s woe. 
Need of Power from on High. 
We hope soon to hear of political 
prosperity and a general revival of pure 
Christianity in our native country, and 
to find it spreading over all lands. We 
want it here; we pray for it; we labor 
for it; still how feebly, yet how faintly. 
O for the Spirit’s power to help us to 
preach, and pray, and trust in God. 
The wants of the heathen should move 
us; the love of Christ should constrain 
us; the coming account should quicken 
us. But nothing but the Holy Spirit 
can arouse us to action or render that 
effort effectual. 
God is now teaching us here our help- 
lessness. We vainly thought, in coming 
a third time to this people, that they 
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would be persuaded to turn to God from 
their dumb idols; but nothing but the 
voice of Him who called Lazarus from 
the grave can awaken them; nothing 
but the power of Pentecost can convert 
them ; nothing but the hand that made 
the world can save them. The same 
necessities here as at home,—the same 
remedy cures here as there. The same 
God will have the glory in heathen, as 
in Christian, lands. 

Do any ask for our prospects here ? 
We point them to the Divine promise. 
Do any inquire after our authority? 
We point to the Divine commission. 
Do any doubt the success of our enter- 
prise? Then, we answer, Christianity 
is a failure and the Bible a fable ! 


The Past and the Present. 


Bangkok, Aug. 14, 1865.—To-day, a 
year since, we embarked at New York 
on the “Costa Rica” on our western voy- 
age, which, through successive stages to 
California, the Sandwich Islands and 
Hongkong, finally left us here last Christ- 
mas. Since the arrival we have been 
pitching our tent and making ready for 
action. Church matters have been looked 
into, missionary work resumed, and to- 
day we look back with devout and won- 
dering hearts at the way through which 
God has led us, and take his past mer- 
cies as a pledge of future aid and bless- 
ing in our work. The vineyard here 
since our arrival has demanded pruning 
and planting, rather than fruit-gather- 
ing, and there are yet noxious weeds to 
be rooted out before we can expect a 
generous harvest. There are some old 
plants, of our Heavenly Father’s plant- 
ing, which still flourish, and some tender 
blades springing up, affording us encour- 
agement and hope. The family enjoy 
comfortable health and much happiness 
in study and various duties, all of which 
go to help forward the enterprise. 

Missionary Walks. 

Last Saturday I took my two boys, 
Willie and Freddie, each furnished with 
a handful of Chinese books, and went 


out for a visit to the market places and . 


gardens. The boys were interested in 
giving the books to the Chinese, and the 
Chinese were pleased to receive them 
from the hands of two white-faced boys, 
so near alike that they are generally 
called “Sang Say” (twins), and to hear 
from them a few words spoken in Chi- 
nese. While the natives gather around 
to see and hear the foreign boys, the fa- 
ther takes the time to address them on 
the subject of the books and their souls’ 
salvation. We entered one of the gar- 
dens surrounded by a bamboo paling, en- 
closing half an acre of ground, on which 
are kept two or three hundred ducks 
hatched by artificial heat. This prop- 
erty belongs to a young Chinaman, whose 
father I baptized many years ago. The 
old man is nearly blind, and seldom gets 
out to worship; but keeps at hand his 
Chinese Testament, in which he has his 
son and others read to him the word of 
God. 


Native Women. 


On Sabbath br. Pit addressed the peo- 
ple in the morning from Prov. 13: 22, 
“Thewealth of the sinner is laid up for 
the just;” and in the afternoon I used 
the words of Paul to Titus, 2: 11,“For 
the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all men,” &. At the 
close of the morning service an old wo- 
man, the wife of one of the Chinese mem- 
bers, came home with us to have a talk 
with Mrs. Dean. They sat down to- 
gether, and Mrs. Dean read a portion 
from her Siamese Testament, and dis- 
coursed for an hour to the woman about 
Christ and his claims upon her. She 
appears a hopeful inquirer, and is one of 
a large class of women here of Chinese 
descent, who speak equally the Siamese 
and Chinese language. ‘These women 
are of Chinese fathers, and their moth- 
ers may be Siamese or of Chinese origin. 
Many of them trace their maternal 
descent of three or four generations to 
Chinese, while the fathers are from 
China; these women are numbered by 
tens of thousands, and all speak both the 
Siamese and Chinese language. There 
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is here a wide field of usefulness among 
the women speaking the Chinese lan- 
guage. Their sons are emulous of learn- 
ing to read the Chinese books, and as 
large a percentage of the Chinese here 
are able to read as their countrymen in 
Canton or Swatow, at Ningpo or Shang- 
- A Glorious Work. 

It is a glorious privilege to preach to 
the poor heathen the glad news of the 
gospel. You may say to my old friends 
who have lived among the heathen, such 
as Osgood, Day, Telford and others, that 
with a moderate measure of health there 
is more happiness to be found in preach- 
ing the gospel to the heathen than they 
can find at home. Paul had it about 
right, when he said, “Unto me, who am 
less than the least of all saints, is this 
grace given, that I should preach among 
the heathen the unsearchable riches of 
Christ.” Not merely the humiliation and 
passion, the reproach and poverty, but 
the riches of Christ—the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. I would not exchange 
my place and privilege for any place or 
pleasure I can conceive this side of heav- 
en. Yes, though the heathen are impure 
in person, in thought, in language and 
action; though the sky is hot, and the 
earth full of ants, and lizards, and scor- 
pions, and all the plagues of Egypt, ex- 
cept that the river is not turned into 
blood, though it is full of dead bodies, 
and receives the sewerage of the city, 
and then fills our wash-basins and tea- 
pots, except as we substitute the rains of 
heaven ;—yes, in the absence of home 
comforts and Christian society, so long as 
I can be useful, let me stay here. I 
expect not to be happier in the present 
world than I have been during the pres- 
ent year. I love my native land, and 
kindred, and friends, and home privi- 
leges; but they offer insufficient induce- 
ments to draw me home till my work is 
done among the heathen. During my 
late years of rest I have not found so 
much happiness as during this year of 
resumed endeavor to save the Chinese 
from their threatened doom. This is all 
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of God’s mercy in giving me health and 
a heart to labor here, most deeply con- 
scious of an entire unworthiness of a 
name and a place in the work. Still 
there come floods of grateful memories 
for God’s past goodness and present mer- 
cy. The thought still comes often re- 
turning, is this indeed a reality, or is it 
but a pleasing dream? The morning of 
youth and an early consecration to the 
service of missions comes over the past 
years as on atelegraphic wire, and seems 
but as yesterday, and couples the fresh- 
ness of youth with wrinkles and grey 
hairs, and links the longing desires and 
ardent hopes at that time with the rich- 
er joys of the present. The intervening 
time vanishes, the work done dwindles 
into insignificance, the motives humble 
me in the dust, and all Ican do is to 
sing of grace and pray for more. 


NINGPO MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. JENKINS. 


Visit to Kinghwa. 

Ningpo, July 17, 1865.—My visit to 
Kinghwa was every way pleasant and 
profitable to myself, and I trust not with- 
out good to the little band of disciples 
there, and to many others who came to 
hear the word of life. Though unable 
myself to communicate with the people 
intelligibly in their own dialect, so dif- 
ferent is it from the Ningpo, I kept the 
native assistants talking of Christ to all 
comers, especially during the evenings, 
when the wearied villagers assembled 
from their labors, to press on them all the 
“True God Spell.” They did not dis- 
perse without having heard the word. 
The disciples for the most part have 
“witnessed a good profession.” 
At this visit there were baptized one 
literary man and two women. The 
church there now numbers fifteen mem- 
bers—three having died since its or- 
ganization. 
In connection with the three stations 
in the Kinghwa district are three assist- 
ants, who regularly upon the Sabbath 
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meet with the Christians at their respeo- 
tive places of worship, and are found in 
the chapel each morning and evening, 
holding religious intercourse with all 
such as may assemble for family prayers. 
The efficiency of these assistants is, I 
fear, much weakened by want of an in- 
dependent support, and they need an en- 
ergetic head. 

I returned from Kinghwa after an ab- 
sence of eight weeks, with a heart long- 
ing for the welfare of the Kinghwa peo- 
ple in the gospel of Christ. 


Desolation around Kinghwa. 

To attempt a faithful description of 
the desolation of that section since its 
visitation by the insurgents would be 
fruitless; yet I would the reader could 
see the difference between the Kinghwa 
of to-day and the Kinghwa of four years 
since, when plenty and prosperity greet- 
ed the traveller everywhere, and these 
vast plains teemed with life. 

The cities of Kinghwa and Lancha, 
the two principal cities of that section, 
have been laid in ruins, though now par- 
tially re-built, and the once thronged 
villages are waste places. The land is 
desolate. The inhabitants that remain 
are the remnants of devastating war, 
famine and pestilence, and to this day 
want stares them in the face, while the 
fertile fields, waiting in vain the culti- 
vator’s hand, are changing to solitude. 
The people, having lost their all at the 
hands of the rebels, and failing of their 
harvest last year, are now in a sad state 
of poverty; but, not discouraged, they 
have managed to till some of their lands, 
and with a propitious season, will, the 
coming autumn, again have good food, 
to which they have been strangers for 
two years. 

Spiritual State of the People. 

But what of their spiritual wants ? 
They are heathen, “dead in trespasses 
and sins,” whom “the god of this world 
hath blinded, ...lest the light of the 
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the im- 
age of God, should shine unto them.” 
Their present state, however, is one of 
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peculiar interest to the missionary world. 
They are now without gods or temples, 
and none to lead them as they were wont 
to be led in palmier days, when their al- 
tars smoked with incense, their temples 
were hung with glittering banners, and 
devout priests ministered before the gods. 
If thgir worldly prospects are dark, their 
spiritual prospects are gloomy ; rayless 
night holds them fast. But in this state 
Isee hope for them, more than in pros- 
perous times. Now they can be reached. 
Nothing but blindness and ignorance 
separates between us and them. Re- 
move these hindrances, and is there not 
salvation for them ? 
The Prospect in Store, 

Let us give them a God of whom they 
have not heard, who by his own virtue 
and power shall supplant the gods of 
wood and stone. Let us by the preach- 
ing of Christ rend the veil of supersti- 
tion, and give them light, liberty and a 
free salvation, and for mocking priests, 
priests of God, “clothed in righteousness.” 
Upon their ruined temples let sanctu- 
aries be built, and for empty shows give 
them Sabbath ordinances, at the music 
of the church-going bell. Open in the 
midst of them the fountain of Divine 
love; lead forth therefrom the rich 
streams of grace, and from above bring 
down copious showers of heavenly bless- 
ings. Then “the wilderness and the soli- 
tary place shall be glad, and the desert 
shall rejoice and blossom as the rose.” 
Yea, “it shall blossom abundantly, and 
rejoice even with joy and singing.” The 
voice of praise to Jehovah shall be heard 
from lips now mute, save in self-commen- 
dation, and each to each shall look a 
Christian’s love, and wonder they had 
refused so long to open their hearts to 
the Saviour of men. And how glorious 
will be that day, “for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them unto the great- 
est of them, saith the Lord.” 


John’s Gospel in the Colloquial Dialect. 

While remaining at Kinghwa, I put 
thé gospel of John into the colloquial, tor 
the benefit of the Christians and all who 
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might be desirous of “searching the 
Scriptures” for themselves. I hope to 
put it in type soon. 


ASSAM MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MRS. BRONSON. 
The Assamese Dictionary and Language. 

Sibsagor, Aug. 8, 1865.—We are press- 
ing on day and night with the Dictionary 
work, but the progress is necessarily 
slow. The roots of this language lie 
deep in the Sanscrit and the old Ahom 
dialect, and must be dug out by patient 
labor from amid rubbish and confusion 
almost like that of Babel, being pro- 
nounced all sorts of ways, as well as 
being written differently. 

This is the best place in Assam for 
our work; the language is spoken here 
in greater purity than elsewhere, on 
account of its being the headquarters of 
the royal family of Assam, and of the old 
nobility. 

The Assamese is a beautiful language, 
and far more copious than we had 
dreamed of. We feel as if we were 
only now learning its capabilities as a 
vehicle of thought. We seem to have 
renewed health and strength given us 
for this work, and we feel that we can- 
not be thankful enough for the blessing. 

The Enlightened Pundit. 

We never felt more encouragement in 
our work than now. All the indications 
are, that the leaven is silently working, 
and we believe it will work “until the 
whole is leavened.” There are here two 
very interesting inquirers just now, who 
are representatives, we believe, of a 
large class who are constantly increas- 
ing. We have two pundits who assist 
us in our Dictionary work, who may be 
called representative men of the two 
great classes among the educated As- 
samese. One is an old brahmin, deeply 
read in Sanscrit, and with the saered 
books of the Hindu religion almost on 
his tongue,—an example, by the by, for 
Christians in his knowledge of sacred 
lore. This man is to all appearance a 
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| staunch Hindu,—passes for such among 
his countrymen, although he has probably 
no thought of ever renouncing Hindu- 
ism; yet in private conversation he free- 
ly confesses that he does not believe 
much that is written in their sacred 
books, and that he believes in and wor- 


ships only one God. He seems to be 

like one of old, (2 Kings 5: 18) anxious 

to bow in the house of his god for ap- 

pearance’ sake, while in his heart he 

worships the only living and true God. 
Young Inquirer. 

The other is a representative of young 
Assam. He is bound hand and foot by 
the chains of custom and caste, like the 
old man, but he seems to have a convic- 
tion that there is truth in the new re- 
ligion, and that he must seek for it. He 
asked me the other day for a Bible, say- 
ing, “I have long wished for one, and 
now I think it will be a good time to 
read it, as I can ask you to explain any 
part Ido not understand.” At the same 
time he begged me to keep the fact of 
his having a Bible in his possession a 
secret; “for,” said he, “I could not keep 
it, if it was known.” He says truths that 
he has read in a tract that was given 
him, have “bitten his heart.” 

The stone is in motion, scarcely per- 
ceptible now, but “it will come, it will 
not linger ;” and the motion will be con- 
stantly accelerated, until dark Assam 
will be given to God. So do not delay 
to send help. God still works by means. 

Khondura at Gowahati and Bhubon 
at Durrung are meeting with some en- 
couragement. There are candidates for 
baptism at Gowahati, but there is no 
one to baptize them. 

HENTHADA MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. THOMAS. 

Henthada, Aug. 1, 1865.—I promised, 
some time since*, to translate and send 
the letters of some of our Karen church- 


es to the Henthada Association of this 
year. I now fulfil that promise. Here 


*See Mag. for Oct. 1865, p. 371. 
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are a few almost literally translated. 
The first is from the church with which 
the Association met this year. 

Associational Letters of Karen Churches~ 

: Inggyee Church. 

“We, the church in Inggyee, salute 
you all in the Lord. We welcome you, 
coming from every place, with our whole 
hearts. We write this letter that you 
may know our state. God has this year 
watched over us; hence we have been 
well and lived very happily. We have 
also been strong in God. Through the 
blessing of God four converts have been 
baptized, and five (wanderers) have 
been restored. We now number sixty- 
one. Eighteen children have studied in 
our village school. 

“We have given for the support of our 
pastor forty-four bushels of rice and fif- 
teen rupees in money ; and we have con- 
tributed for the cause of Christ (gener- 
ally) twenty-seven rupees; and have 
helped the poor with six bushels of rice. 
And now, beloved brethren, we entreat 
you to pray that God may pour the Holy 
Spirit upon us.” 

Au Prau Church. 

“We, the church in Au Prau, greet 
you. Weare glad that the set time for 
our Asssociational meeting has almost 
come; and that the brethren from all 
other places may know our affairs, we 
write in a few words. We have had 
trials during the year. A cough hasbeen 
among us, by which four of our children 
have died. But through the watchful 
care of God we are now all well. We 
send with this letter three elders, Pah 
Thoo Ko, Shway Kler and Po Pau, with 
our pastor. This year three more per- 
sons have worshipped and been baptized. 
One has come in among us by letter, and 
seven have gone out from us. Thus our 
present number is seventy-five. By the 
help of God we have given fifty-one ru- 
pees for the cause of Christ ; for the sup- 
port of our pastor eighty-six rupees, and 
one hundred and eighty bushels of rice. 

“Dear brethren, we are one with you 
in your meeting, and we intend to make 
your resolutions our own.” 


[January, 


Kyune Shah Church. 


“The church in Inggyee and all the 
delegates from every place,—We greet 
you in the Lord. We write a letter 
about our state, and send it by our dele- 
gates, Pah Au, andothers. Because God 
has poured out his Spirit upon us during 
the year, twelve converts have been bap- 
tized ; so now the disciples here number 
twenty-seven. We have given for the 
spread of the gospel sixteen rupees, and 
to our own pastor eighty-five bushels of 
rice and five rupees of money. And 
now, dear brethren, that God may help 
us in the future, remember us in your 
prayers.” 

Kyet Dau Gwen Church. 

“We, the little company of disciples 
in Kyet Dau Gwen, because God has 
drawn us to Jesus, we have become a 
new church. Hence, hearing of the As- 
sociation’s meeting in Inggyee, we make 
known to you our affairs. We hope to 
be admitted among you, to commune and 
pray with you. We entreat you to re- 
ceive us. If we do not all go to the 
meeting bodily, when you shall see this 
letter, regard it as ourselves. Remem- 
ber, as you hear these words, that as we 
write, so our hearts go to you. - We send 
our teacher, Pa Tay Po, to carry this let- 
ter. Do, therefore, receive our letter 
and our méssenger as you do those of 
other churches. 

“Dear brethren, we, the members of 
this church, are those only who have been 
baptized during the present year—four- 
teen innumber. There are many heath- 
en around us here. That we may be 
careful and become a burning and shin- 
ing light here, remember us, dear breth- 
ren, in your prayers.” 

Plau Ner Moo Church. 


“Dear brethren, messengers and pas- 
tors ofall the churches,—May you through 
Christ experience the blessing of God. 
Through the care of God we have all 
been well during the year. We have 
given our pastor one hundred bushels of 
rice and forty-one rupees in money. 
That God’s kingdom may be enlarged, 


4 
Ad 
= 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
or 
| 
| 


1866.] 


we have given thirty-seven rupees. We 
believe, as Jesus has said, that if only a 
cup of cold water be given in the name 
of Christ, its reward will not be lost. 
Hence we have helped the poor with 
eight bushels of rice and ten rupees of 
money. Two have been baptized and 
six have come in by letter. All the dis- 
ciples here are forty. Only two have 
been in school. That our strength may 
be firm in God, and that his kingdom 
may be enlarged here among us, may you 
all pray for us. As we cannot all go to 
you, we send Shway Pyau, Myet Men 
and our pastor as delegates. Receive 
them. We send one rupee and a half 
for printing minutes, and one rupee for 
the Morning Star. One thing more. 
We earnestly ask that the Association 
may meet with us in Plau Ner Moo next 
year.” 

* The request contained in the last of 
this letter was complied with, so far as to 
appoint the meeting for that place. It 
is only seven miles from this city. I will 
not add. ButI think these few speci- 
mens of our Karen letters to the very 
youngest Association in Burmah cannot 
fail to interest the friends of missions. I 
do not quote these letters as being spe- 
cially good. I might quote a score more 
of equal interest. But these afford a 
variety, and will let the reader see what 
kind of letters we have read at our meet- 
ings. 

If I am not mistaken in regard to the 
feelings of my own heart, I have of late 
had given me a spirit of earnest prayer 
for these heathen. I hope God has in- 
spired this spirit of prayer, and hence I 
think He will answer. O that our dear 
brethren in America might aid us by 
their prayers also ! 


Aiding Karen Preachers. 

Henthada, Aug. 18, 1865.—No one 
can be more busy thanI am. I cannot 
tell all I find todo. There are the visits 
of Karen pastors—I regard their visits as 
important events; I must spend time 
with them. I must find out their joys 
and sorrows, and endeavor to urge them 
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on in their great work. No less than 
four of these Karen preachers have 
been with me to-day. They live far to 
the East, and I have not seen them 
before for months. One is Too Au, 
whom the Cleveland Sabbath school 
supports. Ihave given him twenty ru- 
pees. Another is Pa Tay Po, aided by 
the Sabbath school at Newton Corner, 
Mass. I have also given-him eighteen 
rupees. Another is pastor of a small 
church ; he needs some aid, but no church 
or Sabbath school aids him. I shall give 
him some money, not knowing whence 
this may come. The other man is at the 
head of a high school which government 
aids. I pay government money. 


RANGOON MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. ROSE. 
Tour to Bassein. 

Rangoon, Sept. 7, 1865.—I left home 
on the 28th June for a trip to the south 
and west, intending to redeem a long- 
standing promise to visit Bassein before I 
returned home. My route, until I passed 
beyond the Rangoon district, will be 
easily traced on the map by the larger 
towns visited. First, is Twantay, one day 
from Rangoon due west, a large town fre- 
quently visited by Mr. Stevens and others. 
I have visited this place on three pre- 
vious occasions, spending from one to 
three days each time. I spent three 
days this time, but with less hope that 
any are at all moved by the Spirit of 
God towards Christ and the gospel than 
on either previous occasion. 

Zeal for Idolatry Revived. 

Indeed, the whole town and surround- 
ing villages are stirred up by the Twan- 
tay yoondouk to make liberal contribu- 
tions to repair their idols and idol-houses, 
and rebuild their pagodas. Hundreds 
and thousands who have done but little 
or nothing for twelve years for these 
purposes, are now expected by the woon- 
douk or his people to give, and are ad- 
monished of the fearful consequences, if 


they longer neglect their gods. The fear 
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of displeasing this high native official is 
quite enough to move the whole region 
to a compliance with his wishes. To 
this I attribute a manifest change in the 
spirit and tone of the people. They 
seem full of zeal for their idols on the 
one hand, and ashamed or afraid to lis- 
ten to the preaching of Christ on the 
other. 
Favorable Appearances Sometimes 
Deceptive. 

From Twantay I passed on to Way- 
douk, Keiktau and Dedayay, in a south 
direction, spending about a day in each 
place. In the last mentioned place 
there was a decided manifestation,—a 
curiosity to see and hear some new thing. 
No white teacher of the gospel, or black 
either, so far as I know, had ever been 
there before. We remained there two 
nights and nearly two days, and had 
large crowds about us all the while. A 
good many books were distributed ; many 
acknowledged the force of the argu- 
ments contained in some of the tracts 
against the worship of Gaudama or idols, 
and assented to many of the truths of the 
Christian religion. But this is no un- 
common thing ; and hundreds and thou- 
sands who have no confidence in the 
stories of their Betagat or the worship of 
images, still float down the dark, deep 
stream of heathenism, and are emptied 
out into the darker and deeper gulf of 
eternal night. Nothing is more manifest 
to my mind than the fact that the one 
thing needful for the conversion of the 
Burmans is the Spirit of God, to quicken 
and renew their dead hearts, to open 
their blind eyes that they may see the 
kingdom of God. 


Difficulty of the Heathen. 


From Dedayay, a town of thrge or 
four hundred houses, we went to Key- 
kelot, and spent one day ; thence direct- 
ly south to Payah Bong, a large town 
near the sea. Both of these places I 
visited last rains, and br. Stevens had 
been there once before me and once 
since. We found many respectful listen- 
ers, but not the eager, curious crowds 
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that thronged me on my first visit. We 
found a few persons, who seemed, so far 
as their intellectual conviction could car- 
ry them, ready to embrace the gospel. 
Aroused to think by reading some of the 
tracts, or by the preaching of br. Ste- 
vens, the utter absurdity of Buddhism 
was uncovered before them,—all hopes 
of merit or future favors from an annihi- 
lated god, who was only man while he 
lived, had forsaken them; to worship 
idols was at least foolish, for they only 
reminded them of Gaudama, who, accord- 
ing to their own books, no longer exist- 
ed. That there is an eternal God who 
made and perpetuates the worlds, men 
and animals, &c., seemed fit to believe. 
But how could they know that this God 
was disposed to be gracious and to par- 
don sin—that He had really sent his 
Son to die, to redeem the lost ? &c. 


Travelling in a New Region. 

From Payah Bong, where we spent our 
second Sabbath from home, and three 
days in all, we set out in a westward di- 
rection for Bassein, stopping at the larg- 
er towns on our way, sometimes only for 
a few hours and sometimes for a day and 
a night. We would sometimes get quite 
near the sea, then work away from it— 
down one broad opening to the sea, and 
then across by a creek into another, 
which we would have to work up against 
a swift current till we got another creek 
to take us off to another large river. 
We were frequently in those large rivers 
or openings from the sea from one to two 
miles wide. We had strong winds, some 
furious squalls, and most of the time 
seemed enveloped in dark clouds; while 
for full one-half of the time, day out and 
day in, the rain came down in good ear- 
nest. This is far away from any of the 
routes usually travelled, from Rangoon 
to Bassein, and the appearance of a white 
man is as rare to the people as that of a 
comet, and excites probably even more 
curiosity. I could rot learn from any of 
the villagers that a white foreigner had 
ever been seen among them, and certain 
I am that no Christian teacher had ever 
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been to any of these Burman villages. 
Mr. Brayton has been some ways west of 
Payah Bong among the Karens, and I 
heard on my way of one or two of his as- 
sistants who are scattering some ideas of 
the Christian religion among the people, 
both Burmans and Karens. 

As I penetrated further into the Bas- 
sein district, I came on the track of the 
Catholic missionaries, and saw some of 
their converts. These people, however, 
seemed to know almost nothing about 
the truths of the gospel, so far as I could 
ascertain. They had never seen the 
Bible or the New Testament, and did not 
know there was any such book. They 
could not read, and did not know of any 
religious book in the Karen language. 


Unenlightened Pwo Karens. 


For some days I was passing through 
a region mostly inhabited by Pwo Karens. 
They are wild and timid, and but seldom 
even the men go away from their native 
jungles. They have gardens of fruit and 
vegetables, raise, spin and weave cotton 
for clothing, have fowls and eggs in abun- 
dance, catch fish easily, and cultivate 
rice on a small scale, i. e., by hand, hav- 
ing but few buffaloes or bullocks. They 
live in small villages, only large enough 
for self-protection—four, six, or a dozen 
houses ; the houses are usually large, high 
up from the ground, and well and sub- 
stantially built. In one village, of eight 
large houses, where I spent the night, I 
observed a passage connecting all the 
houses together, so that in case of danger 
all could rush to any one of the eight 
houses without going below ; the ladders 
are always drawn up at night. Each 
house has any quantity of dogs, and is 
well supplied with spears and long dahs 
(knives). The rice and fowls they have 
for sale are bought at their doors by the 
Burmans, or Calahs, who bring such 
things as the Karens want to buy—to- 
bacco, betelnut, &c. 
Why had Teachers Never Come to Them. 

Most of the men had never been to 
Rangoon or Bassein. They had heard 
and well knew that many of the Karens 
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had become Christians, had learned to 
read books, and had schools for their 
children—even for their girls. They 
wondered why the teachers never came 
to their country, and asked many ques- 
tions and answered many in return. They 
feel that they are in the dark and do not 
know the true way. They want teach- 
ers, and schools, and books for them- 
selves and children. If the Correspond- 
ing Secretary could have been with me a 
few days among this people, and could 
have seen for himself how willing they 
are to be taught, how disposed they are 
to know and receive the truth (compared 
with the Burmans), I think he would 
have said, “Well, it is too bad; nay, it is 
a shame and asin, that there is no one to 
make known to this people the way of 
life.” 
Utility of Christian Schools. 

It is well known how hard Mr. Bray- 
ton has pled for the last ten or twelve 
years for funds to carry on a school 
for the express object of raising up na- 
tive teachers for this people. Human- 
ly speaking, there can be no doubt in 
the mind of any one conversant with 
the facts bearing on the chance of suc- 
cess, that the small sum of rs. 2000 
($1000) a year, for the last ten years, 
would have resulted in raising up from 
twenty to fifty churches, with several 
thousand converts, Christian schools, &c., 
—where now all is heathen night. How 
he pled, too, for money to publish a small 
edition of the New Testament, to supply 
in part the word of life among the Pwo 
churches; and how he pled in vain, or 
almost in vain, so far as America is con- 
cerned, is well known. Every one must 
see that if the gospel is carried to all the 
heathen homes of this land, it must be 
mainly by the natives, converted and 
prepared for the work. Hence the great 
importance of Christian schools. 


Wanted, a Permanent Light. 


In one Karen village, of nine or ten 
houses, where I spent the night, all came 
together in a large room or veranda. 
After talking for two hours, as I was go- 
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ing to my boat, I exhorted them to re- 
member what I had said and read to 
them from the gospel, and asked the 
spokesman, who understood Burmese 
well, to explain what he had heard to all 
who could not understand. He said, 
“Teacher, your lantern is very pretty ; it 
gives a beautiful light. We never saw 
anything like it before. While it hangs 
before us, we can see things clearly ; but if 
you take it away, we can see nothing and 
we shall grope in the dark. So it is, 
teacher, with the good things you have 
told us of the love of God, of the gift of 
his Son, the joys of heaven; they are 
very wonderful; we never heard such 
things before ; but you go away, we for- 
get, lose sight, and all gets dark again. 
We want a light hanging in the midst of 
us all the time. We want a teacher to 
tell us often, and tell us much, and teach 
us and our children to read.” Why have 
these people not had teachers long ere 
this ? 
Village Preaching. 

I made it a point to spend the night in 
a Burman village, and never failed to 
have a large congregation of hearers. 
With lantern in hand, if it had grown 
dark, I would make my way to the larg- 
est house most easy of access, and the 
word would go through the village, “The 
great white foreign teacher (dpn’t be 
alarmed, it don’t mean half so much in 
Burmese,) has come !” At once the peo- 
ple—men, women and children,—would 
flock in, and we could keep them tilla 
late hour, at least a part, and frequently 
the Burmese assistant preachers would be 
up talking till long after midnight, I 
should think. Some good tracts were 
always left with those who asked for 
them, and promised to read and make a 
good use of them. 

The weather during my trip was mon- 
soonish to the first degree—rains heavy, 
the streams swollen above the banks, and 
things in general wearing a baptismal 
aspect, made an impression less of sprink- 


Rangoon Mission. — Letter from Mr. Rose. 


[January, 


ling and more of pouring and immersion. 
Sojourn in Bassein. 

After twenty-one days I found myself 
in the city of Bassein, right glad to meet 
old friends and taste a bit of civilization 
once more. We were tired ; the weath- 
er had been bad, and the work hard, 
with but little sleep frequently, owing to 
the swarms of mosquitos. I found Mr. 
Douglass well, and doing well in his 
work. He has a pleasant home for 
the present with Capt. and Mrs. Wells. 
Mrs. W. is a worthy daughter of our 
much esteemed br. and sr. Bennett. 
Capt. and Mrs. Wells are highly and 
justly respected, and have an interesting 
family ; and it is a comfort to Mr. Doug- 
lass’ friends to know that he has his home 
with kind, sympathizing friends. Mr, 
D. has a fine school of fifty boys and 
young men; has a class under instruc- 
tion in the Gospels, who are preparing 
to preach, and has a good congrega- 
tion on the Sabbath. The Beechers 
have a large school, and are hard at 
work; but br. and sr. B. wiil need soon 
to recruit their health. After spending 
three weeks with br. Douglass in Bassein 
and north of Bassein, I left for home, 
taking Mr. D. with us as far as Shway 
Long. We were thus together ten days 
more, visiting one small church and places 
where Mr. D. had inquirers and candi- 
dates for baptism. 

After parting with Mr. D. at Shway 
Long, I continued to stop at the larger 
Burmese towns. Spent three days at 
Pantanau, and three days at Young- 
dong, where I have been several times 
before ; and, where there have been some 
who seemed to give encouragement, but 
as yet none who give evidence of spiritual 
life, though some say they do not worship 
Gaudama or images, and do worship the 
eternal God. Below Youngdong, at a 
Karen Christian village, I baptized a 
Shan man. [arrived home on the Ist 
day of September, after an absence of 
sixty-six days. 
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BASSEIN MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. DOUGLASS. 
Baptism of Four Burmans. 

Bassein, Sept. 4, 1865.—Since I last 
wrote, I have baptized four Burman 
men, three of them heads of families, be- 
tween twenty and thirty years of age. 
The last one was baptized a week ago 
yesterday. He is a son-in-law of the 
native judge at Prome. I baptized him 
in a large tank in the northern suburb of 
the town at 5, P.M. Expecting a con- 
siderable number would assemble to wit- 
ness the baptism who do not come to the 
chapel, I arranged to preach at the wa- 
ter-side. Not less than a thousand were 
present ; and, except four or five Bur- 
man lawyers who occasionally manifested 
a desire to make some reply, all gave 
quiet, respectful attention during the 
service. The Burmans are emphatical- 
ly a religious people, as much so as the 
Pharisees were in the days of our Sa- 
viour. They love to hear and argue on 
the subject ; and though they appear to 
comprehend, and for the most part in- 
tellectually assent to, the truth, yet on 
the hearts of the many who hear no sav- 
ing or lasting impression appears to be 
made. 

Schools and Teaching. 

I have been out in the jungle three 
trips, of from eight to twelve days each 
time, since the rains commenced; but 
my time the past four months has been 
devoted almost exclusively to teaching. 
The English offered, if I would superin- 
tend a school, to furnish money for the 
support of two native teachers. The 
native preachers have so little knowledge 
of the Bible and so much desire to study, 
that I thought I could not spend my time 
more profitably than to devote four or 
five months specially to their instruction, 
and so I entered into the arrangement. 
There are fifty-eight men and boys in the 
school. The first half hour each day is 
spent in reading and explaining a chap- 

‘ter or passage in the Bible. I then spend 
an hour and a half teaching geography 
and history. In these exercises all re- 
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cite together, and we find a set of maps, 
furnished me by the Sabbath school of 
the Calvary church in New York, to be 
invaluable, especially as we have no ge- 
ography in Burmese. The remainder of 
the day I devote to the instruction of the 
native preachers; and the two native 
teachers to teaching arithmetic, land- 
measuring, &c. In all branches we are 
working at a great disadvantage by not 
having a supply of school books. Stil- 
son’s Burman Arithmetic and Rules for 
Land-measuring has been out of print for 
years, and we have been able to find at 
any price only a sufficient number of the 
old edition to furnish one to every five 
pupils. 

For a few months we have had an in- 
teresting Sabbath school, in which I spend 
from an hour to an hour and a half each 
Sabbath morning. We now have about 
fifty pupils in attendance, though a num- 
ber of them are spectacled. My class of 
native preachers are more interested in 
their studies and are making better pro- 
gress than I anticipated when we com- 
menced. They have gone through the 
“Acts of the Apostles,” and have ob- 
tained a good knowledge of at least the 
history furnished us of the planting and 
growth of the first churches. After re- 
citing the facts contained in the first 
eight chapters, they can each commence 
with the conversion of Paul at Damascus, 
and, on a large outline map, follow him on 
his three missionary tours through Asia 
Minor, his tour through Macedonia and 
Greece, and his final voyage from Jeru- 
salem to Rome; and, without reference 
to the notes they have taken, or looking 
at the book, they narrate the incidents 
with which he met, as recorded in each 
place where he labored. The past two 
weeks they have each day had one reci- 
tation in the Gospel of Luke, and spent 
the remainder of the day “sermonizing ;” 
that is, I have them each select a verse 
or passage of Scripture and study it for 
some hours, that they may, if possible, 
learn its meaning, and write out the 


skeleton of a discourse. They then each 
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read to me what they have written, that 
I may explain to them more fully the 
meaning of the passage, correct their 
mistakes, and give them any historical 
facts that may be contained in or con- 
nected with the subject. I think this 
exercise will more directly aid them in 
preaching than studying the Scriptures 
in an exegetical form, and in it they take 
a special interest, though like all their 
countrymen they are so constitutionally 
lazy that they will do but little, unless a 
prompting force is constantly applied. 


GERMANY. 


LETTER FROM MR. F. W. LIEBIG. 

The Young Men Studying in Hamburg. 

Hamburg.—There are many seasons of 
refreshment which strengthen the faith, 
increase the love and animate the hopes 
of the people of God while passing through 
this wilderness. Such a season has been 
enjoyed by the church in Hamburg in 
the society of twenty-six young students 
for the ministry and their beloved teach- 
er during the last six months.* The Sab- 
baths have been days of refreshing, such 
as Israel enjoyed at Elim (Exod. 15 : 27). 
In the forenoons br. Kobner has lectured 
on the history of the church and the 
world ; in the afternoons on the book of 
Esther, aiming to instruct the young men 
and at the same time securing the clos- 
est attention of every hearer. Too soon 
the happy season appointed for their in- 
struction passed away, and the time of 
separation came. 

Close of Studies. 

The course of instruction terminated 
on Wednesday, July 26. It was a sol- 
emn day to the teachers and painful to 
the students. It was hard for the former, 
who had cherished the pupils with a ten- 
der, paternal love, to let them go. The 
latter, clinging with deep and filial affec- 
tion to their beloved guides, from whom 
they had received so much instruction, 
and with whom they had experienced so 
much enjoyment, would fain have re- 

* See Mag. for May, 1865, p. 146. 
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mained withthem. On both sides words 
were wanting, and tears spoke more ef- 
fectually than words. 


Excursion into the Country. 


In order to give the young men every 
possible gratification, arrangements were 
made for a pleasant trip to Bergedorf, 
and a walk thence toa grove. The pleas- 
ant trip occurred Thursday, July 27. 
The entire college, pupils and teachers, 
and about two hundred members of the 
church, even the oldest and the feeblest, 
were among the number. The weather 
was fine, and the scene in the shady for- 
est where the company partook of their 
collation was truly lovely. 

The Last Sabbath. 

Now came the final and precious Sab- 
bath, on which the young men were to 
receive the last blessing of their teachers 
and the laying on of their hands. 

In the forenoon br. Kébner preached 
on the immortal jubilee, from Rev. 21: 
1-5. “And I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth,” &c. 

I. Where the immortal jubilee is cele- 
brated. 

Il. Who celebrates it. 

III. How it is celebrated. 

I. It wasaglorious view. Every heart 
was deeply moved. The soul took wings. 
It seemed as if we could not stay upon 
earth. Particularly precious was the 
description of the New Jerusalem, with 
its central glory, the Paradise of God, 
ana God Himself, the central glory of 
Paradise, beaming through and illumi- 
nating all. 

II. Who celebrates the jubilee ? 

1. God Himself. He rejoices over his 
people. 

2. The redeemed. 

3. The angels. 

4. The wholecreation. It is now free, 
redeemed from corruption, and partici- 
pates in the immortal joy. 

IIl. How is it celebrated? This is 
shown in verses 3 and 4. 

“But how can I close,” said br. Kéb- 
ner, “standing here as Ido for the last 
time, without a parting word to you, dear 
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brethren, with whom I have spent so many 
happy hours? How shall I express my 
feelings? It is impossible. I will only 
say, ‘For Zion’s sake I will not hold my 
peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not 
rest.’ Let this be our parting word. 
With this go forth into the world. Hold 
not your peace. Restnot. Preach Christ 
to every creature for Jerusalem’s sake, 
that the heavenly city may be filled, and 
that we may all soon be there. Tremble 
not nor be afraid, for the Lord is with 
you. And, brethren of the church, with 
whom I meet for the last time, through 
God’s grace hold not your peace in your 
life and conversation. So shall we meet 
again, if not here, in the New Jeru- 
salem.” 
The Ordination Service. 


Br. Oncken preached in the afternoon. 
Fourteen young men who were to be or- 
dained took their place on the platform. 
After singing, br. Oncken read Luke 10: 
1-22 and 2 Tim. 2: 1-10, with instructive 
remarks. Singing followed and then the 
sermon. Br. Oncken said: 


“Dear brethren in Christ—The solemn 
hour is come, when, in accordance with 
the wish of the churches by which you 
Were sent hither for instruction, you are 
to be ordained as witnesses of the risen 
Saviour, according to apostolic usage, by 
prayer and the laying on of the hands of 
the presbytery. 

“We are not of those who boast of hav- 
ing descended in an unbroken succession 
from the apostles, and who on that ac- 
count claim the power of conferring the 
Holy Ghost by ordination. We rather 
believe with the apostle Paul, that the 
ability to preach the gospel comes direct- 
ly from God, without the intervention of 
a feeble, though holy, man. 

“We have confidence, my brethren, 
that the Lord has granted you a meas- 
ure of ability for his service ; and, if you 
humbly and patiently search the Scrip- 
tures, He will make you more and more 
able. Hence with great joy we can 
commend you, according to the request of 
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the churches, to the grace of God with 
prayer and the imposition of hands. 
God grant that we may not only now im- 
plore for you this blessing, but may often 
remember you at the throne of grace. 
May the Lord anoint you and send you 
into his harvest-field like his first apos- 
tles, and give you many precious souls as 
the reward of your toils. ° 

“But before we give visible expression 
to our conviction of your being called to 
this office, permit me to address to you a 
word of exhortation. The words of Paul 
to Timothy, 2nd epistle, chap. 2: 8-10, 
shall furnish our theme. ‘Remember 
that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, 
was raised from the dead according 
to my gospel. Wherein [on account of 
whom] I suffer trouble as an evil doer, 
even unto bonds; but the word of God 
is not bound. Therefore I endure all 
things for the elect’s sake, that they may 
also obtain the salvation which is in 
Christ Jesus with eternal glory.’ I wish 
to commend to your attention four 
thoughts—1. To keep Christ in your 
thoughts, a. In his humiliation (of the 
seed of David); b. In his sufferings and 
death; c. In his resurrection. 2. The 
power which Christ’s witnesses receive 
from Him (‘on whose account I suffer 
trouble’). 3. The holy and disinterested 
love which is wrought in the soul by 
Christ (‘I suffer all things, &c). 4. The 
blessed certainty which He justifies 
(‘that they’—the elect—may obtain the 
salvation,’ &c).” 

The young men were deeply moved. 
They felt, as perhaps never before, the 
importance of their work. They were 
melted in tears. 

After singing, the fourteen brethren 
kneeled down, and brn. Oncken and 
Kobner laid their hands upon them, the 
former with deep emotion imploring the 
blessing of Jehovah torest upon them. It 
was asolemn moment. Every one felt the 
solemnity and the importance of the cere- 
mony. After the prayer, the young men 
were saluted, first by their teachers and 
then by the church. 
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At the close of this delightful day the 
church assembled around the Lord’s table, 
the crowning point of all our enjoyments. 
After singing a verse, during which the 
whole company formed one chain of love, 
they separated. 

Farewell Love Feast. 


On Monday, July 31, the church held 
a farewell love-feast for the young breth- 
ren, bringing all hearts anew into de- 
lightful communion. The exercises com- 
menced at 5 o'clock, P. M., with prayer 
and singing, and the reading of Luke 
24: 13-36. After refreshing the body 
with food and the heart with friendly 
conversation, the young men sung sever- 
al pieces, and all adjourned to the chap- 
el. After singing and prayer, the young 
men were requested to say a few parting 
words. 

Mr. Liebig said: I can express my 
feelings in the words of David—*Who am 
I, Lord, and what is my house ?”. To my- 
self and my two brothers the lot has fallen 
in most pleasant places, while we have 
enjoyed here the blessing of instruction. 
How wonderful is God, who has so favor- 
ed us, the least of all orphans in this 
world, that we have been permitted to 
spend this never-to-be-forgotten half year 
in this city, and enjoy among you so 
much affection. I feel myself altogether 
unworthy, and can only thank God and 
my brethren with deep self-abasement. 
But we must now go out from your 
bosom. We must leave this sweet com- 
munion. We must go forth into the 
stormy world. Our work requires it. 
Let me say to you for myself and all my 
brethren, Pray for us. Remember your 
children who must now leave your arms. 
Remember the poor missionaries who 
are going into the enemies’ country, from 
city to city and from place to place. 
When it storms, and blows, and snows 
and rains without, when it is black and 
lowering, then think of the missionaries 
wandering on their circuits. If you 
would hear of victories, pray for us. 

Mr. Schirrmann said: The hour of our 
separation iscome. It is hard to go from 
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a place where we have experienced so 
much good. If I look back and endeay- 
or to mention everything, I know not 
what to say. It was too much. I thank 
you all for your love and friendship. 
Farewell. Do not forget us. Pray for 
us. 

Mr. Cording related his Christian ex- 
perience and his wonderful call to preach 
the gospel. He never desired it, but was 
forced to it. He thanked God for his mer- 
ciful direction, the brethren for their 
teaching, and the church for their love, 
and concluded with a hearty farewell. 

After singing by the choir, Mr. Ander- 
sen read a poem, most appropriate to the 
oceasion, entitled “Questions and An- 
swers.” 

Then came a recess, during which br. 
Oncken presented to the young men a 
well executed photogram of the entire 
college. 

The young men then sung a farewell 
hymn to the church, and the church a 
farewell hymn to the young men. 

It was now late and Mr. Oncken took 
his leave, saying, “Dear brethren, fare- 
well. Perhaps we shall see each other 
no more till we meet above. Go joyfully 
and preach to the world ‘Christ and Him 
crucified.’ Amid your manrifold trials 
you will have many joys, while you 
gather a harvest of precious souls. Let 
us be faithful to the end, and labor to- 
gether for the glory of our blessed 
Saviour. Amen.” 

Again br. Oncken poured out his heart 
in earnest prayer and thanksgiving, and 
closed with the apostolic benediction. 

The young men then took leave of 
their beloved teachers. In the mean- 
time, the church still remained together. 
Several brethren made addresses and 
hymns were sung. It was hard to say 
farewell; but at length this last delight- 
ful day was over. 


Concluding Ceremonies. 

On Tuesday morning the young men 
gave a farewell serenade to their singing 
teacher, and parted from his house with 
earnest prayer and many tears. 
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When the last breakfast had been eat- 
en by the young brethren together, and 
morning worship held for the last time, 
there was another painful parting for 
them. They had lived together in peace 
and in sincere affection. They implored 
one another to forgive any past wrong. 
They now felt for the first time how much 
they loved one another. With many 
tears they again took each other by the 
hand, and forming a close circle, they 
sang a hymn of parting. The affection 
of the young men for their teachers, for 
the church, and for one another, will be 
a lasting as well as a sweet memorial. 


LETTER FROM MR. WIEHLER. 
New Triumphs of the Truth. 
Reetz, April 4, 1865.—Last Sabbath, 
April 2, we had a delightful occasion. 
Seven precious souls were baptized in the 
chapel. Many brethren were present 
from the country around, and a mixed 
multitude, high and low, crowded the 
chapel to excess. Persons who had been 
our greatest enemies, and who had come 
to the chapel for the first time, were so 
moved upon by the Holy Spirit at the 
baptism that tears flowed from their eyes 
like rivers. My pen cannot describe my 
happiness in view of these blessings. 
Since the new upper-preacher came 
hither, the people have not dared to come 
to our chapel; but now again every one 
comes. The assertion that “under this 
upper-preacher no more persons belong- 
ing in Reetz would become Baptists” has 
been disproved repeatedly ; for among 
the candidates is one whom the upper- 
preacher took great pains, and all to no 
purpose, to keep from being baptized. 
Last evening a young woman of Reetz 
offered herself as a candidate, and still 
more arecoming. My soul rejoices in the 
Lord, for my joy over converted sinners 
is exceedingly great. Sabbath afternoon, 
during the sermon, a young woman was 
brought to repent and believe. Another 
confessed that she was now clear in re- 
gard to true baptism. Many similar ex. 
pressions were made, which the future 
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will reveal. One of the candidates was 
aman who on New Year's day said to 
his wife that he would beat her severely 
if she went to our chapel. He said this 
in the evening. The same night he be- 
came distressed on account of his words, 
and he and his wife were baptized to- 
gether. “This is the Lord’s doing, and 
it is wondrous in our eyes.” 


LETTER FROM MR. RODE, NORTH SCHLESWIG. 
New Church in Denmark. 

Mr. S. felt even when a child the 
drawing of the Holy Spirit, but without 
any decisive result. At a later period 
he devoted himself to teaching, and went 
toa Danish seminary. After completing 
his course, he obtained a place in a dis- 
trict school. He had now become a true 
believer in Christ, and discovered that 
infant baptism is not what it is taken to 
be by the Lutheran church. On account 
of this conviction he gave no instruction 
on baptism to his pupils and those who 
were to be confirmed. This came to the 
knowledge of the Lutheran pastor, and 
resulted in his removal from his office. 
Accustomed as he had been while a 
teacher to testify concerning the grace of 
God and the necessity of conversion, 
and to communicate his conviction con- 
cerning baptism to those who had been 
led by him to Christ, he found himself 
not alone ; twenty others followed in his 
steps. Having become acquainted with 
the writings of a preacher in Norway, he 
undertook to found a church on the 
principles laid down by him, and was or- 
dained by the three oldest brethren and 
empowered to break bread. Their views, 
however, were in some respects immature. 

My acquaintance with these people be- 
gan about three yearsago. After Divine 
service one Sabbath, one of our sisters on 
her way home distributed tracts, one of 
which was given to a soldier who was a 
follower of Mr. S. The soldier asked 
for more ; but as the sister had no more 
in Danish, she pointed him out to me. 
He told me much about these people, 
which led me the winter afterwards to 
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visit them. But our intercourse then 
and subsequently still left a wall of sep- 
aration between us. They did not agree 
with us in regard to communion, and in 
other respects they stood in a peculiar 
position. 

Feeling for a long time an impulse to 
visit them again, I made the journey in 
June last, and was received with open 
arms. Several expressed a wish to be 
baptized. Mr. S., having a brother in 
Fiihnen, was now visiting him, and he 
embraced the opportunity to see our br. 
Petersen, and consulted with him in ref- 
erence to the baptism of himself and 
church. While I wasin Vallum, the res- 
idence of Mr. S., he returned from this 
journey. He expressed to me his wish 
to be baptized, and we spent nearly a 
day in discussing the differences between 
his church and ourown. The result was 
that he and all the rest adopted the con- 
fession of faith of the Baptist churches, 
and determined in future to commune 
only with baptized Christians. I re- 
turned with joy to Schleswig to repre- 
sent the case to the church. We were 
unanimous in requesting br. N. Larsen, 
who speaks both German and Danish, to 
come to our aid. He acceded to the re- 
quest, and brought with him br. Peter- 
sen from Fiihnen. Commencing our 
journey on the 14th of June, on Lord’s- 
day, the 16th, br. Larsen preached, and 
we saw most of the brethren, who ex- 
pressed great joy at our coming. In the 
evening, sixteen were examined for bap- 
tism and received. 

The next day we proceeded to Seiers- 
lorf, where four more were examined. 
After prayer and singing, and an address 
by br. Larsen, we proceeded at half past 
nine to the North Sea. An hour pre- 
vious a peasant, residing on the shore, 
had made ready a bathing-house for the 
convenience of those who came to bathe 
for pleasure, and offered it for our use. 
It was a happy day. The sun smiled 
upon us, and doubtless the angels in 
heaven rejoiced with these children of 


God, who found how blessed it is to do | 


the will of our Father in heaven. 
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Returning to Seierslorf, the twenty 
baptized converts were united into one 
body, and became an outstation of the 
church of Schleswig. Br. Larsen made 
another address, all in Danish, the new 
brethren kneeled down, and brn. Peter- 
sen, Larsen and myself laid our hands 
upon them. Thus with prayer they 
were welcomed to the Lord’s table, and 
we celebrated the feast with great en- 
joyment. The church then elected a pas- 
tor—the former teacher, br. S.—and two 
deacons. Mr. S. laid his hand upon the 
“Confession of Faith,” which lay upon 
the Bible, and testified before the assem- 
bly that it should be his endeavor to 
teach the truth of the Holy Scriptures as 
they were explained in this confession. 
Iie was then ordained with prayer and 
the imposition of hands. Peaceful, sol- 
emn and joyful were these moments. 
Tears gleamed like pearls and silver in 
many an eye, and joy shone on many 
faces. We then gave him the right hand 
as a fellow-laborer in the Lord’s vine- 
yard. 

Baptism at the Edge of the Grave. 


The next morning I visited a sick sis- 
ter, whose husband was in the army. 
She was far gone in consumption. When I 
was there early in June, she desired to be 
baptized ; but she was so weak I thought 
she might die at any moment, and I deem- 
ed that the idea could not be entertained. 
But when I visited her this morning, she 
again expressed the wish to be baptized, 
and told me how she had prayed the 
Lord, if it were possible, to spare her life 
that she might be baptized with the oth- 
er brethren and sisters. Her request 
was fulfilled. She was still alive. The 
rest had been baptized and she could not 
come with them; she had not been able 
to sleep all night, and now she desired, if 
it was possible, to be baptized. I gave 
my consent. A water-holder, seven feet 
long and sufficiently wide and deep, was 
brought into her room and filled with 
warm water. The sister was clothed in 
a long white robe, which had been pre- 
pared for her burial, and was laid in a 
sheet and moved by two brethren and 
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two sisters. More like a corpse than a 
living woman,—the pale lips closed, the 
weary eyes shut, a perfect image of 
death,—she was held over the water. I 
laid one hand under her head, the other 
on her brow ; with a full heart I thanked 
God tor his grace towards us, and prayed 
in faith for his blessing. Then I repeat- 
ed the baptismal formula, and she was 
gently laid beneath the water. 


The peace of God was upon her coun- 
tenance ; heavenly joy chased away the 
weary appearance from her eyes, and 
shed a more than earthly brightness over 
her features. The dead, the buried be- 
liever lived. She had put on the form of 
a heavenly being. When she was raised 
from the water, we all stood still, silently 
gazing on her shining features, and im- 
pressed with the idea that this was that 
presence with which the Lord had prom- 
ised to be with his disciples even to the 
end of the world. All seemed holy and 
glorious. For some time we gazed upon 
one another without speaking, as if no 
one dared to break the silence when God 
was there; and then our hearts at last 
broke forth in praise and thanksgiving to 
God. How we felt when with such prep- 
arations we came to the Lord’s table, the 
reader can easily judge. The baptism of 
the preceding day was delightful, but this 
exceeded all the rest; I regret that all 
the brethren could not be present. Af- 
ter all was done, the dying sister said, 
“Now Iam ready. Lord, it is done as 
thou hast commanded. Now come.” 


Thus twenty-one were baptized. 


On Friday I returned to Schleswig. 
Br. Larsen remained to attend the church 
meeting on the following Sabbath and to 
hear more candidates. 


A letter since received brings the in- 
telligence that eleven more were bap- 
tized, making in all thirty-two. We re- 
joice and thank God, and pray that his 
kingdom may extend everywhere. The 
Lord’s name be praised, for He is glori- 
ous and does wonders. 


2 
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LETTER FROM MR. LARSEN. 
Conference of Danish Churches. 

Hitherto, the Danish Baptist churches 
have held no regular Conferences. They 
have met by their delegates only when 
matters of importance called them to- 
gether. Such matters of importance ren- 
dering a Conference necessary, brn. 
Oncken and Kébner were invited to be 
present at a se sion appointed to be held 
Aug. 2nd. Th meeting was held in the 
chapel at Vandiise. The pastor of the 
church, L. Henriksen, read a psalm and 
prayed, and was followed by br. Hansen, 
of Langeland. Mr. Kobner addressed 
the large audience, which included many 
women, on Christian love. Mr. Oncken 
followed. After preliminary remarks 
he said, “When br. Kébner and myself 
visited Copenhagen twenty-five years 
ago, to baptize the first candidates and 
to organize the first church in Denmark, 
we were obliged to enter the country 
clandestinely, to avoid being arrested 
and imprisoned. Little did I think, at 
that time, that I should to-day meet such 
acompany of brethren here, and that 
we should be permitted to come openly 
and without a passport. It is the Lord’s 
doing and it is marvellous in our eyes.” 

Mr. Kébner was elected Moderator, 
and brn. Hansen and Larsen clerks. 
Thirty-one delegates were present, rep- 
resenting fifteen churches. Besides, 
there were a few visiting brethren from 
neighboring churches, and numerous 
members of the church where the meet- 
ing was assembled, so that about two 
hundred in all were present. The ques- 
tion was proposed for discussion, “What 
can be done to bring the Baptist church- 
es in Denmark into closer connection 
with one another ?” 

Mr. Oncken said, “The nearer the 
churches keep to the Lord, the better fit- 
ted are they to labor togetiser, for the 
conversion of their fellow-men, and to 
receive true enjoyment from their com- 
munion one with another. Brethren 

“and sisters who do the most to promote 
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union are the pillars of the church. 
Though a man should preach like an 
angel, his preaching would be no more 
than sounding brass, if it did not tend to 
unite the people of God. 

“I know the Lord only can bind togeth- 
er the hearts of men ; but He uses us as his 
instruments. The apostle Paul, in his 
epistles, lays greater stress on the union 
of Christians than on anything else; 
and Satan strives after nothing so much 
as to divide the people of God. 

“One means of promoting union is a 
common Confession of Faith; another is 
annual Conferences, and subordinate 
Conferences, composed of brethren who 
reside near one another. A third is, the 
same Hymn Book.” 

In the course of the discussion, it ap- 
peared that all the delegates agreed with 
the Hamburg Confession of Faith; but 
it was not known to all the members, 
and some of them did not harmonize 
with everything contained in it. Some 
points were specified in which there 
is not harmony of views, and it was re- 
commended that the Confession of Faith 
be read in all the churches, and present- 
ed to every member. 

The proposal to hold an Annual Con- 
ference was adopted unanimously, to- 
gether with a resolution recommending 
the matter to the churches. 

An Executive Committee was elected, 
consisting of five brethren, and br. Kéb- 
ner was appointed editor and br. Oncken 
publisher of the hymn book. [Mr. Kéb- 
ner understands the Danish language. ] 

After some further business the Con- 
ference was concluded with an ordina- 
tion ceremony. Mr. Kobner offered 
the ordaining prayer, closing with the 
words—“Lord, be merciful to us, and 
pour out thy Holy Spirit upon Denmark.” 
Amen and Amen. 

FRANCE. 
LETTER FROM MR. BOILEAU. 
Eight Converts Baptized. 

Laftre, Oct. 10, 1865.—The first 

Lord’s day in the present month was to 
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us a day of feasting. Eight persons made 
a profession of their faith, and were re- 
ceived by baptism. This event was a 
cause of gratitude to the church, and a 
powerful encouragement. May the Lord 
continue to bless us, adding greatly to the 
number of his children around us. 


I will not undertake a detailed account 
of the conversion of these new members; 
without doubt, it would be interesting, 
but too long ; I will content myself with 
only a few words. 


Four of the number baptized were fe- 
males; one of them was at first opposed 
to the gospel; she even prevented her 
daughter-in-law from embracing the 
truth. But God condescended to en- 
lighten her, through the books which I 
lent her and the conversations I held 
with her. He also gave her strength to 
overcome her natural timidity, for she 
was a very timid woman and had great 
fear of the world. The first time she 
undertook to be at our worship, she came 
as far as the door of the chapel, but pass- 
ed by it, because she thought she was 
seen by some of her acquaintances. 
The next Sabbath she took the pre- 
caution to have with her an umbrella, 
with which she endeavored to conceal 
herself, and she entered timidly. Since 
that time, she has never been ashamed 
of the gospel, and she resolutely pursues 
the narrow way which leadeth unto life. 


This example, as well as many others 
which I could present, will serve to give 
an idea of the difficulty of our work 
among a hostile population, who never 
fail to rail upon such as wish to follow 
Christ. 

Another of the females baptized was 
awakened and converted in consequence 
of the death of one of our sisters; and 
notwithstanding the opposition of her rel- 
atives and neighbors, she has joined the 
little flock, despised of men, but beloved 
of God. Though she is advanced in 
years, she comes four miles to worship 
every Sabbath. 


Three young persons also were bap- 
tized, two of them former pupils in the 
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Sabbath school. One of them was im- 
pressed, in consequence of the death of 
a friend, with the frailty of life, and from 
that time resolved to give himself to the 
Lord. Another was deeply affected by 
the baptisms of last year, and in a short 
time found peace in the Saviour. 
Opposition Conquered. 

One of our new sisters who has only 
known the truth a year, but was not slow 
to receive it into her heart, was desirous 
of obtaining her husband’s consent that 
she should be baptized. At first he en- 
deavored to turn away her thoughts from 
such a thing ; afterwards he forbade her 
to be baptized ; and, last of all, overcome 
by his own conscience as well as by his 
wife’s importunity, he ended by saying 


to her,—*“I do not wish to hinder you; |. 


you have been so good for several months, 
and you are so changed since you took to 
reading the gospels, that I should do 
wrong to hinder you from doing what 
you believe to be your duty.” He was 
present at her baptism, and I think he 
received a favorable impression. He said 
to me, “Truly, itis a very solemn cere- 
mony.” 

Though our work advances slowly, still 
it makes progress. Every year some souls 
are rescued from darkness and sin, and 
brought as captives to the feet of our 
Divine Saviour. It is certainly very 
much to be desired that these acquisi- 
tions were more numerous ; but to secure 
such a result, I need a helper. I love to 
hope that one day God will give me one. 

I will not close this letter without say- 
ing what joy it has caused us to know 


that the desolating war in the United’ 


States isended. Our church gave thanks 
to God, who condescended to hear our 
prayers for this blessing. We alsodesire 
to express our sympathy for the poor 
negroes, at last restored to liberty, by con- 
tributing for them 47 francs 50 centimes. 


LETTER FROM MR. CRETIN. 

Peace in Death—Opposition. 
Denair, Oct.—God has taken to Him- 
self one of our sisters, a member of the 
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church. She died full of hope and peace, 
resting on the Rock of Ages. She gave 
the most delightful testimony. Her moth- 
er, who is also a believer, was greatly 
supported under her painful trial. We 
had opportunity to preach the word toa 
crowd of hearers, both at the house where 
the funeral ceremony was held and at the 
cemetery. 

At Preseau our friends are persecuted. 
It is a time of great trial. Many are 
timid and go back ; others are firm and 
courageous. Being poor, they suffer 
much from the opposition which they are 
called to endure. 

At Anzin, the national church is put- 
ting forth the strongest efforts to hinder 
our work, which are to some extent suc- 
cessful. Mr. Coquin, the evangelist who 
now labors with me, is much beloved and 
does a great deal of good. Doors are 
open everywHere. It is to be hoped that 
the opposition of the Reformed church 
will only be temporary ; we rely upon the 
future and upon God for the establish- 
ment of our cause. 

I have lately been summoned before 
the sub-prefect of Valenciennes with 
regard to our meetings at Anzin. He 
received me kindly, and in consequence 
of the statement which I made to him in 
regard to our work, he told me that if 
we were prudent in our relations with the 
Romish church, we could continue our 
meetings without fear of being disturbed 
either by executive or judicial authority. 

The question of baptism continues to 
agitate the Free churches. On that ac- 
count I am about to publish a new pam- 
phiet, in answer to direct attacks which 
have lately been made upon us. 


LETTER FROM MR. DEZ. 


Concerning a Chapel in Paris, 

Oct. 1865.—I have read with lively 
interest the appeals addressed to the 
Board in favor of the French Mission and 
especially in favor of the church in 
Paris.* I also saw with pleasure that the 


*See Mag. for July, 1865, pp. 293, 294. 
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proposal to make an appeal under the 
direction of the Board, “at a proper time 
to the churches,” was favorably received. 
I therefore beg the Committee to act with- 
out delay, and at once, if possible, to solicit 
collections for building a house of worship 
in Paris. 

Did our brethren in the United States 
fear that we should not obtain liberty to 
open a chapel in Paris? I cannot posi- 
tively affirm that such liberty will be 
granted, because the authorization can- 
not be asked until the chapel is built. 
But we have just reason to think that the 
authorization will be granted us, because 
all Christian denominations,—even the 
Irvingites,—have at present chapels in 
Paris. 

Weare little known in Paris, it is true. 

But the Baptist denomination is power- 
ful in the United States and in England, 
and there is room to believe that the 
statements which might be made by the 
Baptists of the United States or of Eng- 
land would be sufficient to render the 
government favorable to us. Besides, 
I have learned on good authority that 
Sir Morton Peto, our treasurer in Eng- 
land, is an intimate friend of the empe- 
ror Napoleon. Now undoubtedly Sir 
Morton Peto would willingly speak a 
word in our behalf, for he is much inter- 
ested in our project. 


The Necessity of the Case. 


I read in the July Magazine that an 
appeal will be made “at a proper time.” 
Will the Committee permit me to say 
that now is the “proper time.” We must 
act now, if we wish the work in Paris to 
grow and become strong. 

Inasmuch as our brethren are scatter- 
ed in various parts of Paris, our place of 
worship ought to be near the centre. 
A central position is also necessary on 
account of the Baptists who come or who 
may come from the United States and 
England. But it is impossible to rent a 
convenient place for religious services 
near the centre, because such places are 
in demand for commercial purposes, and 
because the landlords, who are generally 
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Catholics, are unwilling to let their build- 

ings for religious meetings. Hence we 
are absolutely obliged to remain where we 
are,—in aroom which is used during the 
week for a Catholic school,—a room so 
unfit, and so poisoned by disagreeable 
sinells, that it is literally a shame to the 
cause which we represent. This is deep- 
ly to be regretted, especially in a city like 
Paris, where all other denominations are 
provided with convenient places of wor- 
ship. 

I know by experience that God can 
bless his word when it is preached, even 
in the most wretched places, and I have 
no doubt that truly spiritual Christians 
are happy in meeting for the service of 
God, though the place of their assembly 
be inconvenient and almost contempti- 
ble. But the most advanced Christians 
are far from being perfect, and some be- 
lievers are mere babes in Christ. Every 
church has its worldly-minded Christians ; 
hence you cannot be surprised if I tell 
you that more than one of our members 
has at times felt a desire to join other 
churches, on account of our miserable 
place of worship and the great distance 
to be travelled to reach it, poor as it is. 

Moreover, besides the church, there is 
the congregation, composed in part of 
Catholics, who are accustomed to church- 
es where everything is agreeable to the 
eye. It is of the greatest importance that 
these unconverted people should be at- 
tracted towards us. Now how can there 
be any growth, if the members of the 
church, or at least some of them, hesitate 
to invite hearers to our place of worship 


“on account of its condition? How can 


we acquire influence over persons of any 
importance, if we have the appearance 
of belonging only to the low ? 


This is not all. Important improve- 
ments are now progressing in different 
parts of the capital ; and it appears as if 
in a short time the house where we now 
meet must be demolished. Where shall 
we go? God only knows. 

In consequence of the opening of new 
streets and avenues, land is becom- 
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ing constantly dearer. Undoubtedly in 
a short time it will be impossible to have 
a chapel in the centre except at a fabu- 
lous expense, because all the land will 
be taken up. 

For these reasons I beg and entreat 
the Committee to act without delay, and 
to make an appeal to the churches. 


LETTER FROM MR. LEMAIRE. 
Temporary Declension. 
Cuise-la-Motte, Sept. 19, 1865.—Since 
my last letter,dated June 19, the work 
has grown stronger. Externally there 
have been no striking events; still we 
have had no cause for discouragement. 
The labors of the field have compelled 
us to relinquish our evening meetings 
which have always been the most fully 
attended. For the same reason I have 
been prevented from making visits as I 
doin winter, when everybody is at home. 
Many who had given us cause for joy 
have looked back, on account of the per- 
secutions they were compelled to endure 
and the sacrifices they were obliged to 
make. Nevertheless we think these dear 
souls, whose consciences have been 
awakened and who know the truth is with 
us, will come again to our evening meet- 
ings, which we shall re-commence next 
month, and that finally they will decide 
to forsake the world and join the little 
flock of which Christ is the Shepherd. 
We are going to try to hire a room for 
our evening meetings. I hope the Lord 
will direct, and that our plan will be suc- 


cessful. 
Favorable Change. 


When it became known that I was 
going to Cuise-la~-Motte, the priest and 
certain influential persons of his party 
did all in their power to hinder me. I 
was sensible of a degree of apprehension 
when the day of my removal came; but 
thanks to God, all turned out well. 

I lately visited the mayor, who receiv- 
ed me affably, as well as his wife, and in- 
vited me into their parlor. I speak of this 
because some years ago when br. Cretin 
was here, he visited this same mayor, and 
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not even a chair was offered him. This 
gentleman is now our friend; hence 
everything has been done toremove him 
from his office ; but the Lord has defeat- 
ed the plans of the wicked, and he has 
been just chosen again for five years. 
Additions to the Church. 

The first Sunday in the present month 
(Sept. 3), we were permitted to receive 
three more sisters into the church. A 
fourth was to have been baptized, but she 
has been sick ever since Whitsunday. 
Their experiences were very edifying 
and delightful. Tears flowed freely. 
One of these sisters is from Soissons, the 
second from Cuise-la-Motte, and the 
third, a young girl, from St. Martin. The 
latter has known the truth for some years ; 
but her father, who is an unbeliever and 
a materialist, succeeded for a season in 
shaking her religious principles, and for 
a time she made little progress in the way 
of salvation. At last the Lord gave her 
strength, and she desired publicly to con- 
fess her faith in the Saviour, crucified, 
but risen again, and seated at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 

There are some: things very striking 
in the conversion of our other sisters. Be- 
ing Catholics, they were both to become 
Sisters, that is, nuns, to take the vow of 
perpetual chastity and to shut themselves 
up in a convent. But the Lord was not 
so minded. They returned to their fam- 
ilies, and afterwards found the truth and 
became Sisters, but sisters in the Lord. 


Opposition Vanquished. 

The member from Cuise, Mrs. M——, 
is twenty-four years of age. She has 
suffered everything from her family on 
account of her religion. She has been 
disinherited ; the door of her father’s 
house has been shut against her; she has 
been cursed by her father and mother; 
but nothing has stopped her. Even on 
the day of her baptism and the day pre- 
ceding, her faith was put to the trial. 
The day before her baptism she asked 
her husband if he had any objection to 
her being baptized the next day. Con- 
trary to her expectation, she received in 
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reply a strongly accented “yes.” He 
gave her a decided refusal, the more pain- 
ful to her because it was unexpected. She 
did nothing but weep and sob all night 
and Sabbath morning. Thanks to the 
intervention of her sister-in-law, her hus- 
band’s sister, permission was at last given 
her, and this sister-in-law accompanied 
her to Chelles, where she was baptized 
after the afternoon service. We set out 
in the morning, sad and afflicted on ac- 
count of this dear sister; we returned 
joyful, and praising the Lord for his ben- 
efits. It was just a year since Mrs. M—— 
heard me for the first time. 

The sister-in-law was deeply impressed, 
and I love to hope that she also will follow 
the Lord with her daughter, twelve years 
of age. This dear child is very precocious. 
She is happy only when she is with her 
aunt, and with her she prays, and sings 
hymns and reads the Bible. I saw Mr. 
M on the evening of the baptism. 
He received me very kindly, and a fort- 
night ago he came to our worship. May 
the Lord soon bring him also to us. 


A Female Helper. 


Our sister from Soissonshasa wonder- 
ful faculty of talking the gospel. In this 
respect she is a real pastor. Being our 
first member in Soissons, she gathers sev- 
eral persons together, prays, reads, and 
expounds the Word of God, and sings 
hymns. I hope she will lead to Christ 
her husband and her dear children. 
When she was eight years old, a New 
Testament was given her by a stranger; 
but after some days a priest, having come 
to her father’s, took the book which he 
deemed poisonous for her. But the gra- 
cious design of God towards her was not 
to be frustrated. Subsequently being at 
Miihlhausen in Alsace she heard the 
gospel, which was good tidings for her, 
and having come to Soissons she was es- 
tablished in the faith of Jesus the Re- 
deemer. 

At the beginning of this year, being 
seriously ill, she was taken to the Hotel 
Dieu in Soissons. Being out of ‘her 
mind, a priest came to minister to her. 
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He pronounced a prayer in Latin, re- 
quiring her to repeat the words. In the 
midst of the prayer she recovered her 
reason for a moment and exclaimed, 
“Lord Jesus, I am nothing but a poor 
sinner. Have compassion upon me and 
deliver me out of their hands.” Imme- 
diately the priest and the Catholic sis- 
ters retired and left her at rest. 

We had not, as on Whitsunday, hun- 
dreds of hearers, but still there were 
many Catholics who listened to the word. 


A Liberal Friend. 


Some months since a National Prot- 
estant, employed by the government in 
the registration department, and living 
six kilometres from Cuise-la-Motte, heard 
of us. Until that time he took little 
eare of his soul. He was connected 
with many influential but worldly fam- 
ilies in the vicinity and lived like them. 
But the Lord has touched his heart. 
He loves the Saviour and his cause, and 
comes to our worship, where he finds 
the spiritual nutriment which he needs. 
His heart was touched by the faith of 
our brethren and their fervent prayers. 
He has just presented us a silver cup and 
plate for the communion, although he 
knows very well that as long as he is 
unbaptized he cannot participate with 
us in the ordinance. We have already 
discussed the subject of baptism several 
times. He has also had a pulpit made 
for our chapel in Cuise; God willing, 
it will be used for the first time next 
Sabbath. We are grieved to say that 
this brother is to remove from this region 
next year. 


Helpers Needed. 


We need two evangelists,—one for 
Soissons and the other for St. Sauveur. 
Three months ago bro. Vignal, of Paris, 
came to labor here, and by the grace 
of God he has quickened the spirit of 
religion. The meetings are better at- 
tended, and this field, bedewed by the 
tears and the sweat of bro. Cretin, needs 
only to be cultivated to bring forth fruit. 
I lately had a discussion in the presence 
of more than two hundred Catholics. 
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The enemies of the gospel, having lost 
the victory and gained nothing but 
shame, wrote to the highest authorities, 
and we were visited by the Commissary 
of Police of Compiégne. I expect to 
visit him this week, as well as the sub- 
prefect. What the result will be, God 
only knows. Under these circumstances, 
I regret that our brother must return to 
Paris. I can only leave here rarely, 
and I greatly fear that this movement, 
which, if cared for, would have a blessed 
result, will only come to nought. It is 
very sad. We had here an excellent 
brother, Mr. Vincent, who has gone to 
rejoin bro. Cretin to labor with him. 
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A dozen villages might be visited in the 


vicinity of St. Sauveur. Brethren, pray 
for us. 

An active and zealous man would find 
plenty of occupation in the city of Sois- 
sons; the work cannot advance there 
as long as I can only give them four 
sermons (on the Sabbath) in a year,— 
one every month when there are five 
Sundays,—and a few visits in the inter- 
val. This field is too large to be well 
taken care of by a single man. On 
the Lord’s day, I have to travel twenty- 
five miles on foot. “The harvest is plen- 
teouse but the laborers are few. Pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that He would send forth laborers into 
his harvest.” 


MISCELLANY. 


LABOR FOR THE CONVERSION OF 


THE WORLD. 


We shall in this article endeavor to 
show :— 

1st. That the plan of preaching the 
gospel to the masses in their own tongue 
is the plan of the Bible 

The commission given by Christ is 
plainly stated. It is, “Go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every 
creature,” and thus disciple all nations, 
and then teach them to observe all things 
whatsoever Christ has commanded. To 
preach the gospel and then to teach those 
who come over to the side of that gospel, 
is the scheme which Christ has laid down. 
We do not mean to hold for one moment 
that the Bible will not permit any other 
system. Farfromit. But is not the plan 
laid down simple and sublime, like its au- 
thor? Itis the plan He himself adopted 
while on earth—which He dictated to 
his disciples, and which they implicitly 
followed—for we are told that they went 
everywhere, preaching the word. They 
went from place to place, leaving behind 
them churches or individual Christians to 
carry on the work which they had be- 
gun; and we have no intimation that any 


system of education was employed by the 
apostles or their coadjutors as a means 
of furthering their cause. Is it not fair 
then to ask, Who can form a better plan ? 
If there were no course mapped out on 
our chart, the Bible, then would it be in- 
cumbent upon us to devise the best that 
we could. It would then be our duty to 
reason and invent and pray and experi- 
ment, until Providence should demon- 
strate which system was most in accor- 
dance with the will of the Master. But 
Christ has not left us to such straits. 
He has marked out our course, and here 
the missionary preacher has a rock upon 
which he stands, broad and firm as the 
everlasting mountains. His plan is in 
strict accordance with his commission, 
illustrated and impregnably fortified by 
Divine, apostolical, and primitive Chris- 
tianexample. He who takes his position 
here, cannot by any possibility be wrong. 
He must be right. 

2d. That it is a plan which perfectly 
accords with common sense. 

It isa true saying that the common 
sense of mankind is seldom wrong. It is 
also true that the obvious common sense 


impression made by the word of God upon 
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‘Christian minds at large, is consentient 
and right. This is a beautiful and most 
pertinent testimony to the unity of the 
Spirit's operations, and to the wondrous 
adaptation of God's truth to all human 
minds. Let Christians in general, who 
have not been prejudiced by human 
theories be asked, What is your impres- 
sion respecting the teaching of the Scrip- 
tures in regard to the mode of evangel- 
izing the nations? We think the unhes- 
itating and almost unanimous reply would 
be, Why ask so plain a question? 
Preaching the gospel among the people 
is everywhere enjoined in the Scrip- 
tures. 

3d. That it is a plan which is Christ- 
like, as it calls for Christ-like self-denial. 

With the gospel in his hand, the mis- 
sionary preacher seeks his hearers in 
their haunts. In the midst of cavil and 
contumely, he proclaims and defends the 
truth. Like the prophet of old, he 
speaks whether the people hear or 
whether they forbear. The path he 
walks abounds with self-denial. Con- 
demned by the worldly, unappreciated 
by the careless multitude, who attribute 
false motives as the ground of his en- 
durance and perseverance, frequently 
wounded by their bitter aspersions, 
shocked by their obscenities, and pierced 
through by their hideous blasphemies, 
pressed by shrewd objections, annoyed 
by plausible sophistries, and embarrassed 
by knotty questions, often hooted at and 
abused, sometimes stoned and beaten, he 
goes on day after day. But is he dis- 
couraged? No. There is a holy and 
supporting joy that flows into his heart, 
from the consciousness of duty done for 

Him who sitteth upon the circle of the 
heavens. He feels his identity with his 
Saviour, who in his daily administrations 
was similarly assailed by crafty men. 
He sees his oneness with holy apostles, 

who were molested and stoned and killed 

in the furtherance of their work of 
preaching Jesus. His soul looks back 
over ages, and he feels that in this daily 
work he stands by the side of his Master 
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and the early disciples, and that these 
very difficulties and trials are the evi- 
dences that he is doing his Lord’s work. 
He hears a voice from on high, “Son of 
man, if.thou warn the wicked and he 
turn not from his wickedness nor from 
his wicked way, he shall die in his iniqui- 
ty, but thou hast delivered thy soul.” 
4th. That it isa plan which accords 
with the general law of reformations. 

History develops to us the law of ex- 
tensive reformations as uniformly acting 
from below upwards, in human society. 
It is as water in the physical world, which 
fills the hollows and diffuses itself over 
the plane surfaces of any given tract of 
ground before it swells up to its summit. 
Is not the present reformation in Italy 
a verification of this? It commenced 
with the masses, and is going upwards— 
not with the Pope, and thence downward 
to the people. The universal proclama- 
tion of the gospel among the masses in 
their own languages, is in unison with 
this law. It begins at the bottom, where 
Christ is laid as its deep foundation, and 
builds upwards. 

5th. That it is a practicable plan. 

To educate highly the bulk of the peo- 
ple that sit in darkness, with the idea of 
creating in them a fitness for the procla- 
mation of the gospel, or even to educate 
a certain number in hopes that they may 
be converted, does not appear to us to be 
either a feasible or a profitable scheme. 
Christ tells us to go and preach to the 
masses as we find them, everywhere. He 
will raise up from the very body of those 
who receive the Word pastors, teachers, 
and evangelists, who will meet every pe- 
culiar want. He has done so; and is it 
too much to ask Him to do the same 
again? Professor Oddo, in a late ar- 
ticle, bears the following testimony :— 
“The only thing possible in Italy to-day 
is the preaching of the pure and simple 
gospel.” Surely he, a native of Italy, 
knows whether the plan is practicable. 

6th. That it isa plan which recom- 
mends itself by its influence on the mis- 
sionary himself and on his helpers. 
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The missionary should at once bend all 
his energies to the acquisition of the lan- 
guage spoken by the people among whom 
helabors. Earnest study and prayer will 
soon enable him to accomplish the ob- 
ject. Preaching will then become a 
pleasure. He will gatherfresh incentives 
from his steadily progressive improve- 
ment, and soon become a well-qualified 
vernacular preacher, capable of secur- 
ing the attention of the highest, and 
reaching the understanding of the low- 
est of his hearers. He will mingle with 
the masses, because his work and his ac- 
quirements lead him among them. Their 
manner of illustration, their way of reas- 
oning, their peculiar modes of thought, 
will soon become familiar to him. By 
thas doing alone can he form a practical 
acquaintance with the mind of his hear- 
ers, come into sympathy with it, and un- 
derstand its characteristics. He learns 
how and where it is most accessible, and 
what are the best modes of presenting 
truth toit. He has now data for forming 
a judgment in regard to the best plan 
of labor ; for his conclusions will be based 
on deductions and not ona priori the- 
ories. Such a man will be qualified to 
compose tracts and treatises, in the lan- 
guage and style of the people for whom 
he writes; and he will not add to the 
large list of anti-vernacular translations 
which are indeed worse than useless— 
works in an unknown tongue. 

Whom did God choose as the great 
apostle to the Gentiles? Was he one 
who was ignorant of the language, myth- 
ology and philosophy of the countries 
where he was to labor? Was he not 
rather one who had been educated in all 
the learning of the day? Could he not 
speak Greek to the Greeks (Acts 21: 
37) and Hebrew to the Hebrews (Acts 
22: 2), and as a consequence did not his 
hearers listen the more attentively ? The 
fishermen whom Christ at first chose as 
his disciples had to be miraculously en- 
dowed with a knowledge of languages; 
yet do not they fall into the shade by the 
side of Paul, who acquired them through 
study? Do not most of the apostles dis- 
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appear, while the history and the writ- 
ings of one so eminently qualified in 
temporal and spiritual learning occupy 
nearly one-half of the pages of the New 
Testament ? 

The history of papal missions‘in orien- 
tal lands affords a striking illustration 
of the worth of vernacular attainments. 
Compare the remarkable success which 
followed the efforts of the earlier mis- 
sionaries of the Roman church with the 
puny results effected by their modern 
agents. The former were men of great 
learning in the languages of the coun- 
tries in which they labored. The latter 
have not attained to excellence in the 
vernaculars, and pigmy results follow 
in their train. 

Consider the influence too of the plan 
upon those whom God raises up upon 
the field as helpers to.the missionary. It 
seems to us that it is almost an axiomatic 
truth that such men, trained under the 
vernacular plan, are the best suited 
to preach the gospel in their own lan- 
guage, far and wide, to their own coun- 
trymen. If they are ignorant of their 
own tongue, the missionary should have 
means afforded him to give them a thor- 
ough vernacular education. Then let 
him take them with him in his itinerant 
labors. By so doing he will place them 
ina higher school, where they can ac- 
quire elements of character which will 
prepare them to become mighty preach- 
ers. They will grow up in the midst of 
the people, mingle among them with the 
missionary, who should continue to con- 
duct their education. They will daily 
hear from the missionary’s lips objections 
triumphantly answered, false systems ex- 
ploded, sophistries unravelled, and the 
glorious scheme of God’s truth unfolded, 
illustrated, defended and enforced. Their 
minds will thus be taught to grapple with 
and overcome real difficulties. They will 
be disciplined to meet the actual pressing 
every-day exigencies of an itinerant 
preacher’s career ; for they must be itiner- 
ant preachers until there are churches to 
call them as pastors. In mingling with 
the masses they are studying the charac- 
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ter of the people as well as books, and 
their thoughts, reasunings, and plans will 
derive their hue and shape from the wants 
of those with whom they are in contact. 
Besides, we ask, how can a missionary 
know, either what truths his evangelists 
preach, or in what shape they preach 
them, if he is unacquainted with their lan- 
guage ? We know that men, brought up 
under false systems, acquire false ideas of 
even the truth, and that it takes years to 
eradicate error from the mind even of 
real convérts. He must therefore know 
what they say and how they say it, if he 
would hope for good results from their 
labors.—Christian World. 


THE WORK AMONG THE LEPERS. 

In the Magazine for Nov., 1864, p. 429, an 
interesting account was given of the hospital 
for lepers in Almorah, India, under the charge 
of missionaries of the London Missionary So- 
ciety. A remarkable revival of religion in the 
hospital had been enjoyed, resulting in the 
hopeful conversion of several of the inmates. 
The following more recent intelligence of the 
progress of the work is interesting and cheer- 
ing :— 

“It will,” writes Mr. Hewlett, “un- 
doubtedly be very gratifying and encour- 
aging to you, as it is to us, to know that 
the work among the lepers progresses 
with increasing tokens most assuring of 
the Divine presence and blessing, and 
with such marvellous rapidity as far ex- 
ceeds our highest expectations. The ar- 
dor of those of whose baptisms I have al- 
ready given you an account has not yet 
shown the slightest symptoms of abate- 
ment, which we certainly anticipated we 
should see, in case their motive for join- 
ing us arose from anything short of a 
deep-seated desire to supply their spir- 
itual need out of the rich provisions of 
mercy which they had begun to perceive 
are freely offered by the gospel of the 
blessed Advocate on high, who ‘is able 
to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by Him; on the other hand, 
while I feel it behooves me to be very 
cautious and dependent for wisdom from 
above in all I do or say respecting this 
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movement, knowing it possible that we 
may have from some hereafter grievous 
disappointment and causes of humiliat- 
ing sorrow, still I believe that if there 
are reasons for judging at the time any 
religious awakening to be under the in- 
fluence of the Spirit of God, such are not 
wanting in this case. 

“There is evidently among them a 
growing love for the Word of God, and for 
the meetings in which they assemble to 
worship and to learn more of those truths 
which are dearer than all other’ to the 
heart of a Christian; they also seem to 
manifest an amount of earnestness and 
sincerity when talking of the inter- 
ests of their souis and of the way in 
which they pour out their hearts in 
prayer, which I am constrained to be- 
lieve are. far from being merely superfi- 
cial. Another pleasing and cheering 
feature of this work, lam glad to find, 
is, that, instead of lying, quarrelling, and 
abusing ech other, as was too often their 
practice before, they endeavor to culti- 
vate brotherly love and to seek each oth- 
er’s edification and happiness; many of 
them labor very earnestly in entreating 
their fellow-lepers to trust in the same 
Saviour, and openly profess his name, 
thus proving themselves to be missionaries 
of the Cross. And their labors are not 
in vain. 

“Until after August last, only those 
who had been previously of low castes 
were baptized; since then these have 
been successful in persuading thirty two 
more to declare themselves on the Lord’s 
side, nearly all of whom were of the 
brahmin and Kohatracaste. The amount 
of knowledge of the Scriptures which 
the former persons exhibited on seeking 
baptism had often astonished and de- 
lighted me; but these certainly far ex- 
ceeded them both in their knowledge of 
the Word of God and in intelligence, and 
only hung back through a reluctance to 
part with the caste notions that they 
had always been taught by their fathers 
and countrymen to prize more than life. 
As I am anxious in baptizing the lepers 
to act under the guidance and approba- 
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tion of the great Head of the church, 
and feared that these inquirers may have 
been carried along merely by the stream 
of excitement, I decided to delay much 
longer than I had done before, and kept 

them waiting several months. The de- 

lay, however, seemed to have deepened 

their impression and to have increased 

their desire to be recognized as followers 

of Christ. Many of them, also, had evi- 

dently passed through severe mental 

struggles before deciding to seek baptism. 

At length, as their sincerity seemed to be 

beyond doubt, and as they manifested a 

knowledge of the following truths—with- 

out which I should not think it right to 

baptize any—our sin against God, and 

its merited punishment in hell; the hap- 

piness of heaven, purchased for us by 

the Redeemer’s atoning death ; and that 
baptism is only of avail when accompa- 
nied by a penitential forsaking of our 
sins, and resting by faith upon Christ for 
eternal life,—I baptized them on Sunday, 
the 11th inst., with feelings of joy and 
sympathy for the lepers, and gratitude to 
God for these effects of his glorious gos- 
pel, trusting also that He would baptize 
them with the Holy Ghost and unitethem 
with the church of the first-born, who are 
written inheaven. Fifty-three now pro- 
fess Christianity. 

“Once every Lord’s-day I conduct a 
service for Christian worship at the asy- 
lum, which has hitherto been held in the 
open air. The chapel which we are 
building for them on the grounds adjoin- 
ing the asylum is nearly ready. I hope 
to be able to open it in a month or so, 
from which time, I trust, Christian wor- 
ship will regularly be conducted in it; 
where, also, if the lepers continue to 
show satisfactory signs of their conver- 
sion being the Lord’s work, we shall feel 
justified and encouraged in forming a 
church among them, which, as it will con- 
sist exclusively of lepers, may seem 
novel and strange in the eyes of many, 
but will not for that reason be less amia- 
ble in the eyes of our adorable Redeem- 
er, and of those who have the same mind 

that was in Him. 
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“Nearly all the other branches of the 
mission continue with undiminished im- 
terest. The schools are rather on the 


increase in number and interest.” 
—Lond. Miss. Chron, 


MEXICAN EVANGELIZATION. 


The demands for Mexican evangeliza- 
tion have long been before the Ameri- 
can churches, but as yet those appeals 
have elicited but little substantial aid : 
nothing adequate to the actual necessi- 
ties of the cause. The little which has 
been done has been most signally blessed. 
God has set his seal upon the dissemina- 
tion of his word in Mexico; and many of 
the people have been brought from dark- 
ness to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God. The influence which Divine 
truth has exerted upon the hearts of 
those benighted people affords much 
cause for gratitude to God, and ample 
encouragement for more enlarged and 
systematic efforts in their behalf. 

Some facts, which have been obtained 
by personal observation, will go to show 
the truth of what has been stated. 

At Monterey a native church has been 
organized, consisting of fourteen members, 
who give the most satisfactory evidence of 
genuine conversion. Their religious ex- 
perience is highly interesting, showing 
most conclusively the efficacy of God’s 
word in penetrating the darkest recess- 
es of popery’s baneful influences. By 
the Scriptures of Divine truth, they were 
led to see the delusions practised upon 
them by the Romish priests, and also to 
see and embrace a purer and nobler re- 
ligion, which brought peace and joy to 
their souls. Their most ardent desire is 
to communicate the blessed truths of the 
gospel of peace to their fellow-country- 
men, who are still groping their down- 
ward way under the same false system of 
religion, from which they have just made 
their escape. Their hearts are burning 
with zeal to tell their misguided friends 
of the superior blessings of the gospel of 

Christ, as revealed in the Holy Serip- 


tures. 
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Four or five of these converted Mexi- 
cans are men fully competent to go forth 
as colporteurs, travelling from place to 
place, teaching and instructing both old 
and young in the things pertaining to 
the kingdom of God and the salvation of 
their souls. Nothing hinders them from 
going immediately into the field, already 
white for the harvest, but the want of 
means by which their families might be 
supported, in consequence of their leav- 
ing their usual occupations. 

And now, shall this work be hindered 
and souls be lost, because means sufficient 
for carrying it forward are withheld? Or 
rather, will not American Christians, in 
the plenitude of the rich blessings of the 
gospel of Christ, conie forward with the 
means with which God has abundantly 
blessed them, and so replenish the Lord’s 
treasury, that these converted Mexicans 
may be enabled to go forth to their de- 
sired work? Native teachers are much 
to be preferred, as they more readily un- 
derstand the best modes of access to the 
Mexican mind and heart; and also the 
simple fact, that the Protestant religion 
is believed and taught by Mexicans, will 
go far to establish the truth of it upon 
people who have been taught, from their 
earliest years, that the Protestant faith 
is a damnable heresy. Several other 
towns besides Monterey show that God 
has been working in the salvation of 
souls. Some eight or ten places might be 
named where there are from five to fifty 
nominal Protestants, and from two to 
ten who have received the truth in the 
love of it. Not one gospel minister to 
break to them the bread of life in all the 
length and breadth of that vast country ! 

Rev. Mr. Hickey, agent of the Ameti- 
can Bible Society for Mexico, is the only 
Protestant clergyman whom I know ; and 
he is prescribed to his legitimate work, 
that of circulating the Scriptures. These 
inquiring Mexicans meet together as often 
as circumstances permit—read the Scrip- 
tures, pray and mutually encourage each 
other in their Christian life. Although 
persecuted and threatened by the priests, 
and cast off by friends and neighbors, 
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they are still increasing in numbers and 
strength. 


The native church in Monterey was or- 
ganized two years ago by the Bible agent, 
and has in charge over it a Christian 
man who acts as teacher, meeting the 
members twice on the Sabbath and twice 
during the week. Such are the indica- 
tions of a permanent and aggressive work . 
in Monterey, that an enlarged system of 
operations is demanded. 

A Protestant institution in which the 
native youths of both sexes may be in- 
structed in their own language into the 
principles of evangelical Christianity, 
would greatly facilitate the work. Young 
men could be educated and prepared for 
spreading the gospel of Christ by teach- 
ing and preaching. Several whom I 
now know might be immediately brought 
into such an institution with every pros- 
pect of future usefulness. 


The indications of God's providence 
most clearly point out the necessity of 
an institution of learning, where native 
helpers for the work of Mexican evangel- 
ization may be properly educated. But 
here comes in again an important neces- 
sity—a painful fact must be presented. 
The Protestant religion has no locality 
in Monterey. Not a house nor a foot of 
land does it possess. 


The Romish priests, who are the prin- 
cipal proprietors of the rented property, 
are vigilant in their endeavors to thwart 
any public movements tending to instruct 
the people into anything aside from the 
Roman Catholic religion. 

Time and again have Protestant Chris- 
tians been compelled, through the influ- 
ence of these priests, to abandon houses 
which they had rented and fitted up for 
worship and the Sunday school. Indeed, 
this has been repeated so often, that we 
feel quite discouraged in making any more 
attempts. The laws of Mexico protect 
ou rights and privileges in any reason- 
able efforts and means for the benefit and 
improvement of the people; yet the ma- 
neuvring priesthood find ways by which 
they can subvert all our cherished plans. 
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A seminary building and a place of 
worship will, with the blessing of God, 
give the Protestant religion to Monterey, 
from-which point we can make aggres- 
sions into other portions of this benighted 
republic. Indeed, until we have some 
permanent locality, the work can scarce- 
ly be said to be begun.—_M. Rankin, in 
Chris. World. 


NARRATIVE OF A CONVERTED. 
HINDU. 


Tripatore, India, June 16th, 1865.— 
It was my privilege on the first Sunday 
in May to receive to the church a young 
ascetic of the Vellala caste. His history 
is peculiarly interesting, as it affords a 
fresh proof of the power of the gospel, 
and its adaptation to the wants of human 
nature. It cannot be told more striking- 
ly than by himself, in a brief statement 
made in the Tamil language to the 
church, a translation of which is the fol- 
lowing :— 

“My father, Soomasoondrum Pillay, a 
Siva Vellalen by caste, was a native of 
Kooray Nellore in the Zallah of ‘Tinne- 
velly, in which place I was also born. 
My name is Seethambrum. I belorged 
to the religious sect called Sivarites (wor- 
shippers of the god Siva), and the illus- 
trious Theroonganasumbantha Moothu 
was my religious instructor. 

“T was sent to school at my native vil- 
lage in the fifth year of my age, where I 
remained till about the eleventh; then I 
left the school, and received further in- 
struction in arithmetic and other things 
from the ‘kanicopillay’ (accountant) of 
the village. After making sufficient pro- 
gress in my studies, I became his assist- 
ant, and thus spent three years. After- 
wards I devoted myself diligently to 
search the Vedas and other books of my 
former religion, which originated in me a 
desire to visit the different places sacred 
to the worship of Siva, Accordingly t 
went on pilgrimage to many holy places 
in the Chola kingdom. This gave me a 
kind of empty pleasure, but no satisfac- 
tion to the mind, nor hope of salvation. 
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Being thus sorely disappointed, and filled 
with trouble and anxiety, it appeared to 
me that ascetic life was the only means 
of obtaining the desired effect. Seeking 
to lead such a life, I set aside my usual 
clothes and assumed the yellow-colored, 
or ascetic, dress, visited Madura, reached 
the Theroonganasumbantha's monastery, 
and became one of its inmates. 

“Thus passed five years more of my 
life, when a tract called ‘The Blind Way’ 
was providentially placed in my hands. 
As I was perusing it, I began to entertain 
pecaliar doubts respecting the purity of 
the Siva and Vishnu religions. These 
doubts increased, and resulted in a strong 
desire to know the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. With this intention I went to 
Madras, where I was introduced to the 
Rev. J. P. Ashton. I unbosomed my 
mind to him, and stayed in the mission 
house a few days, making inquiries re- 
specting the Christian religion, and con- 
versing with native Christians on the 
plan of salvation. I soon found in Chris- 
tianity the satisfaction I had so long 
sought for In vain, and was fully per- 
suaded it was the only true religion ; that 
Christ, the all-wise Comforter, is the only 
true Saviour; and that the propitiation 
which He has made for sinners alone is 
efficient to cure the disease of the soul, 
and produce real happiness. With this 
conviction I left Madras and came to 
Vaniembady, where I met catechist Ap- 
paswamy, who took me into his house and 
further instructed and strengthened me 
in the faith. He introduced me to the 
Rev. M. Phillips, of Tripatore, who, after 
knowing the desire of my heart and giv- 
ing me many exhortations, has promised 
to admit me to the church. 

“Finally, I beseech you who are ser- 
vants of the Lord Jesus to pray for me, 
that I also may sincerely serve Him.” 

Seethambrum is of a respectable Soo- 
dra caste, young and intelligent. He has 
read most of the Hindu sacred books, 
and is thoroughly acquainted with all the 
mysteries of the most sacred religious 
sects among the people. This, and the 
fact that he has been an ascetic, is suffi- 
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cient to command the respect of all 
classes. It is a matter for much thank- 
fulness, therefore, that one who held a 
position so high and sacred among the 
Hindus has been brought to embrace 
Christianity. The mysterious manner 
also in which he was brought to inquire 
into the doctrines of the gospel is no less 
a matter for gratitude ; for it so strikingly 
illustrates the power of the gospel to sat- 
isfy the cravings of a soul sincerely seek- 
ing rest and salvation. This young man 
was seriously and religiously inclined 
from his youth. Hence at a very early 
age he began to search the Vedas and 
other religious books; and, as most of 
them speak so highly of the meritorious 
effect of pilgrimages to different sacred 
places, he was inflamed with the desire to 
pay homage to the shrine of Siva in the 
capacity of a pilgrim. He set out, visit- 
ed the most sacred places in the south, 
but found no happiness. There was then 
only one course open to him: he must 
become an ascetic, leave his family and 
relatives, live in celibacy, and subsist on 
the alms of the pious. He wandered 
from one holy place to the other, wore 
the yellow dress as a sign to all that he 
had renounced the world, mortified the 
flesh, and was spending his days in the 
contemplation of Siva. He went to the 
monastery, and associated with men of 
kindred devotion to Siva for five years. 
What was the result? Disappointment 
and anxiety! A little book was provi- 
dentially given him, which exposes the 
errors of Hinduism, and makes known 
the truth of the gospel. As he perused 
it, he was filled with joy. He found in it 
more satisfaction than in all the cere- 
monies and sacred places of Siva and 
Vishnu. Still it did not fill the vacuum 
in his soul. He must know more of 
Christianity, must read the Bible, and 
derive his knowledge from the fountain- 
head. No sooner had he done this than 
he was at rest: he felt that the gospel 
contained the great pearl which he had 
been seeking in vain among the idols and 
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temples of India. He immediately cast 
away his ascetic clothes, sat at the feet 
of Jesus, and sought entrance to his fold, 
being determined to devote the remain- 
der of his life to making known the gospel 
to his fellow-men. 

Here, then, is a change of opinion and 
feeling, which cannot be accounted for 
except by the Divine power and adap- 
tation of Christianity to the necessities of 
the soul. Educationalists and moralists 
can do much towards civilizing and ele- 
vating a nation, but they cannot produce 
such a change as this. Philanthropists 
can alleviate bodily sufferings, and re- 
move many of the ills which befall hu- 
manity ; but they cannot purify the soul 
from the stain of sin, and satisfy its crav- 
ings after righteousness and _ holiness. 
The gospel alone can do this. O that 
the heathen would come to it for rest ! 

—Lond. Miss. Chron. 


MADAGASCAR. 


The veteran missionary, Mr. Ellis, has 
recently returned to England from Mad- 
agascar, after an absence of four years, 
and brings the most encouraging reports. 
The native Christians in the capital num- 
ber about 10,000, and the number in 
different parts of the island is thought 
to amount to 5,000 more. A consid- 
erable proportion of them belong to 
the higher classes in society. Many 
children of nobles and officers in the 
capital, who have attained adult age, 
have renounced the superstitions of the 
country, and are sincere worshippers of 
God and believersin his Son. The zeal 
and activity of the converts is very strik- 
ing ; every believer in the gospel labors 
to extend its benefits to his neighbor. 
The native preachers are valuable co- 
workers with the missionaries, and the 
general state of the mission is one of 
strength and consolidation. 

he present cendition of the mission, 
viewed in comparison with the past, ex- 
eeeds the highest expectation of the 
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friends of the cause, and affords assur- 
ance of results in the future more ex- 
tensive and commanding. 


SAILING OF MISSIONARIES. 


Rev. A. Bunker and Rev. J. F. Nor- 
ris with their wives, Mr. R. B. Hancock 
and Mrs. Lyman Jewett sailed from 
Charlestown Dec. 5, 1865. Mr. Han- 
cock first sailed from this country June 
29, 1832, and came home on account of 
the health of Mrs. H. in Sept., 1840. He 
now returns to Rangoon, to be joined 
with Mr. Bennett in the printing de- 
partment. Mrs. Jewett returns to the 
station at Nellore after a temporary so- 
journ in this country. Messrs. Bunker 
and Norris are new missionaries destined 
to Burmah, the former to be located in 
Toungoo, the latter in Maulmain. 


DONATIONS. 


RECEIVED In NOVEMBER, 1865. 


Maine. 


Warren, ch., of wh. 12 is fr. La- 
dies’ For. Miss. Soc., E. A. 
Richardson tr., 29; Sumner & 
Hartford, ch., to const. D. B. 
Robinson H. L. M., 100.62; 
Paris, Ist ch. 50; Bryant's 
Pond, ch. 4; York Asso., Geo. 
W. Roberts tr., 51.33; East 
Monmouth, ch., J. H. K. Lord 


Piscataquis Asso. 8; Dover and 
Foxcroft, ch. 6; 


New Hampshire. 


So. New Market 10; Milford As- 
so., Geo. Holbrook tr., 68.63; 
Henniker, Mrs. Silas Colby, of 
wh. 1 is for Bibles for the Ka- 
rens, 2, and 50 cts. fr. a “‘friend”’ 
for Bibles for the Karens, 2.50; 
Exeter, Elm st. ch., of wh. 5 
was rec’d by Dr. Murdock, 10; 


Vermont. 


Burlington, ch., E. A. Fuller tr., 
24.31; Franklin, Mrs. Elias 
Truax 90 cts.; 


Massachusetts. 


Dorchester, a friend, tow. sup. of 
child in Rev. L. Jewett's 
school, Nellore, India, to be 
named Brainard Wayland Bar- 
rows, 50; Natick, “friends” 12; 
Cambridge, Dea. Josiah Cool- 


500; Charlestown, 8. A. 
DeWeit 1000; 1 


Boston North Asso., Chelsea, 
Cary ave. ch., mon. coll., E. C. 
Fitz tr., 64.65; Framingham, 
ch. and soc., Warren Nixon 
tr., 50.25; Melrose, Sab. sch. 


25; 

Boston South Asso., Jamaica 
Plain, ch. 

Salem Asso., Gloucester, ch., of 
wh. 30 is fr. H. G. Sanford, tow. 
sup. of Kandura, care of Rev. 
M. Bronson, Nowgong, Assam, 
and 15 per Dea. Geo. Garland, 
tow. sup. of Bhubon’s school, 
care of Rev. M. Bronson, Now- 
gong, Assam, 45; Georgetown, 
ch. 30; Lowell, Worthen st. ch., 
D. W. Long tr., 32.40; 

wanes Asso., Worcester, Ist 


ch. 

Taunton Asso., New Bedford, 1st 
ch., L. G. Hewins tr., 

Lowell Asso., Chelmsford, Ist ch. 
9.50; Central ch. 16; Biller- 
ica, ch. 5; Lowell, 1st ch. 37- 
.52; J. A. Brabrook tr., 


Rhode Island. 


Providence, 1st ch., Sab. sch. 
class No. 2, to be expended 
under the care of Mrs. M. H. 
Bixby, Toungoo, Burmah, 15; 
State Convention, Providence, 
Central ch., Sab. sch., Mrs. 
Hartshorn’s Bible class, tow. 
sup. of nat. pr., 60; Ist ch., mon. 
con. in July, Aug., Sept., Oct. 
and Nov., 76.39; East Provi- 
dence, ch., per A. M. Medbury 
tr., 10; per R. B. Chapman tr. 
of Con., 146.39; 


Connecticut. 


Hartford, Mrs. Matthew Bolles, 
aged 94 years, 5; Mystic Riv- 
er, Mrs. M. L. Randall 5; 


New York. 


Chestertown, Robert and Amy 
Wood 25 cts.; Morrisania, Ger- 
man Bethel ch. 6.09; Sab. sch. 
5.31; Emma T. Gayer 1; Cath- 
erine Gayer 40 cts.; Abel — 
er 20 cents; Frieler Gayer 10 
cts., 13.10; Rochester, 8S. H. 
Phinney, tow. sup. of nat. pr., 
care Rev. M. H. Bixby, Toung- 
oo, Burmah, 10; Gloversville, 
Karen Sewing Soc., for work for 
Rev. B.C. Thomas, Henthada, 
Burmah, Laura Butler sec., 4- 
-50; New Lisbon, Sab. sch. 6; 
Altoona, Daniel Bassett 73 

Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. 


ec., 

Rensselaerville Asso., Sloansville, 
ch. 16.50; Charleston, ch. 4.85; 
New Baltimore, ch. 4.54; Wes- 
terloo, ch. 14.25; Westerloo, 
Fem. Soc. 15; Greenville, ch. 
4; Fem. Soc. 5.25; Rensselaer- 
ville, ch. 17; Duanesburg and 
Florida, ch. 25; Berne and 
Knox, ch. 25; So. Durham, ch. 
6.50; coll. at Asso. 14.11; 

Essex and Champlain 
sex, Ira Stafford 


139.90 


107.40 
191.76 


161.39 


152.00 
5.00 
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Hudson River South Asso., Con- 
cord st. ch., coll.1.66; Harlem, 
a friend 2; W. P. Groom, mon. 
sub. tow. sup. of M. J. Knowl- 
ton, Ningpo, China, 75; New 
York, mission Sab. sch. 176, 
tow. sup. of nat. pr., care Rev. 
J. L. Douglass, Bassein, Bur- 
mah, 50; N. Y., S. R. Syms 
100; 

Erie Asso., Che Creek, ch. 
1.25; Dunkirk, ch. 3.50; Ellery 
Centre, ch. 6.30; Forestville, 
ch. 13.75; Stockton, ch. 15.50; 
N. Mixer 3; Mrs. Payne 50 
cts.; Calista Parker 25; 

Black River Asso., Adams Vil- 
lage, ch. 

Dutchess Asso., North East, ch. 
15; Henry Sage 10; Stanford, 
2nd ch. 20.50; I. Booth 2; P. 
W. Husted 5; Mrs. C. Husted, 
5; Armenia, ch. 102.72; Gail 
Barden 100; Thos. Wheeler 
and wife 10; Pawling, Central 
ch. 13; 

Hudson River Central Asso., 
Kingston, ch., in part, 

Madison Asso., Madison, ch. 6.77; 
Delphi, ch. 3; Fenner, ch. 1; 
Georgetown, ch. 16; West 
Eaton, Sab. sch. 1.80; Rev. L. 
Hall 5; Rev. Wm. Church 5; 
H. H. Bowden 5; Cazenovia, 
Ist ch. 23.25; coll. at Asso. 
27.50; 


New Jersey. 


Coll. per Rev. James French, 
West N. J. Asso., Jacobstown, 
ch. 17; Camden, North ch. 13- 
-88; Moorestown, ch. 16.15; 

Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. 


East N. J. Asso., Elizabeth, ch. 
100; Millington, ch. 30; Mid- 
dletown, ch. 33.50; Trenton, 
Central ch. 33.82; Fair Mount, 
ch. 15.40; 


Ohio. 


Jefferson, ch. 17; Andover and 
Williamsfield 9.65; Conneaut, 
ch. 5; Thompson, ch. 4.10; 
Shiffield, ch. 2; Cherry Valley, 
ch. 1.90; Ashtabula Asso. 7- 


48; 

Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Ohio Asso., Beulah, ch. 


Pennsylvania. 


Carbondale, Welch Bap. ch. 12- 
-50; Smithfield, ch., 8. Farwell 
tr., 39.15; 

Northumberland Asso., Trever- 
ton, ch., Sab. sch., for Burman 
boy, care Rev. J. L. Douglass, 
Bassein, Burmah, per. Rev. J. 
French, 

Illinois. 

Walnut Grove, Elizabeth Culver, 
tow. sup. of nat. pr., 5; Quincy, 


Wm. Stewart, tow. sup. of nat. 
boy in Rev. E. P Scott's 
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Mikir sch., Nowgong, Assam, 


36.62; 

Coll, per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Edwardsville Asso., Granville, 
ch., per Wm. Nesbit, 

Fox River Asso., Big Rock. ch. 
10.50; Lockport, ch. 4; 

Salem Asso. 


Indiana. 


Coll. per Rev. 8S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Brownstown Asso., coll. at Asso. 

Judson Asso., Middle Fork of 
Sugar Creek, ch. 

Mt. Zion Asso., coll. at Asso. by 
Rev. D. J. Hurston, 

Wesaw Creek Asso., coll. at 
Asso., per Rev. S. Turkee, to 
educate Burmese youth, 

Niconza, ch., tow. sup. of nat. pr., 
Burmah, 


Iowa. 


Dubuque Asso., Dubuque, 2nd 
ch., per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 


Dist. Sec., 
Michigan. 


Grand Rapids, 1st ch., Sab. sch., 
tow. sup. of nat, asst., care 
Rev. L. Jewett, Teloogoo Miss., 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Grand River Asso., coll. at Asso. 

Greenwood, ch. and Sab. sch. 

Hillsdale Asso., coll. at Asso, per 
Rev. E. Eaton, 

Michigan Asso., coll. at Asso., 
per Rev. J. C. Baker, 

oe ch. 10.08 ; Pontiac, ch. 17- 
5 . 


Shiawasse Asso., Lansing, ch. 

Washtenaw Asso., Ann Arbor,ch. 
L. Noble, Esq., quar. payt., 
tow. sup. of nat. pr., care Kev. 
J. W. Johnson, Swatow, 
China, 

Wayne Asso., Highland, ch., 
Jesse Tenney 

Coll. at State Convention, per tr., 


Virginia. 
Parkersburg, ch., per Rev. J. 


French, 
South Carolina. 


Hilton Head, Lt. S. T. Goodell, 
2ist Regt. U. 8. Troops, 


Missouri. 


Coll. at State Convention in 
Hannibal, per Rev. 8S. M. Os- 
good, Dist. Sec., 


Legacies. 
Holden, Ms., Samuel Brooks, S. 
F. Brown, Exr., in part, 1 
Lynn, J. Bacheller, avails of real 
estate, 


41.62 


9.00 
12.35 


25.00 


30.00 


$6146.24 
Total from April 1 to Nov. 30, 1865, $62,- 
455.58. 
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